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T will not, my Brethren, it will not concern you to. 
| know the particular occaſion of ITINEY W 
am I Licens'd to Publiſh his Name who 
the occaſion; but this I will ſay, That he did v 
Fairly, and wery Ingenmoaſy, and as it became awiſe 
Man and a godd Chriſtian to do: For he did not (A 
ſome have indiſcreetly and looſely done) liſten wit 
both his Ears to the Objettions againſt Infant-Bap 
tiſm, and /oraſhly condemn it without any more a= D; 
No, but he was very Concernedly deſirous and for 
ward to hear what could be ſaid in the Defence of i 
rO00. 
As I remember I have read of that famw*d Co 
ror Alexander the Great, that when a Friend of hi 
was Complain of to him, he ſtopt one of his Ear 
he lent but one Ear to the Complaint that was mad, 
againſt his Friend, and kept the other to hear wha; 
his Friend cou#d Reply in Anſwer to it. | 
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F The PREFACE. 
And thus ſhould we conſt antly do in the Caſe of 
Religion, when ever any Point or Doftrine of our 
"Religion is calPd in Queſtion, we ſhould always re- 
ſerve one Ear to hear what may be ſaid in its Vindica- 
tion and Defence, * 
And ipaced the greateſt, andplaineſt Truths are li- 
 able'to be ſpoken againſt, and even Jeſuits, Socini- 
ans, Antinomians, and the other Adverſaries of 
our Faith, will raiſe ſuch Objettions againſt the clear- 
eſt Articles of it, as are not to be Anſwer'd by overy 
' one amon? ſt us at the firſt hearins, 

It was a Witty Fiftion of Old, that once upon 4 
time Truth came down to this Earth from Heaven ; 
but here among the Sons of Men, leing but coldly 
received, and finding novery welcome entertainment, 
ſhe &en took wing and was flying toHeaven again ; but 
. #n her flioht ſhe chan©d to drop down her Mantle, 
which Error immediately finding, took-upand put on, 
and has worn it ever (ince, This is the Fable, and the 

oral of it is, That no Error does ever appear in the 

World but "tis clad in Truth's Mantle, and therdi(- 
guiſe is not always ſo thin, or ſo eaſily and readily to be 
Ffſeen through, as never to eſcape a diſcovery. 
' No, But tndeed my Brethren, you ought to think 
\ more Modeſtly, than to think every Ob eftion unan- 
ſwerable which you cannot Anſwer ; it is not expected 
from you, that you ſhould be able to Defend every point 
of your Religion againſt all Gain-ſayers. 

Bat then, W. F; you preſently Condemn what you 
gannot Defend? Or immediately let go a Truth be- 
"Fauſe of 2x Objetion which you cannot Anſwer ? Will 
any 
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any one among you part with an Acre of Lend upon” 
the ſame account, Namely becauſe he is not himſelf 
able to Defend his Title to it? . 
And ſhall we not hold the pro w_ our Faith 
as faſt as we do a clod of Earth? ſhall we not take © 
advice and counſel before we be perſwaded to quit amy © 
part of our Religion, as well as we ſhall be ſure to © 
do before we be perſwaded to quit our Intere#t in 
the leaſt parcel of an Eſtate ? 
But how then will they _ it to God, and 
to their Conſciences, who in the great and weighty _ 
Cauſe of Religion, have taken the Advice yo bs 
her Adverſaries ? And without any further Exami= © 
nation or Tryal, have forthwith condemn'd what-- 
foever it has pleaſed theſe Adverſaries to paſs their - 
Sentence upon ? Was this fair Dealing * Was it to 
judge riohteous Fudement ? Or does it look like Sin- 
cerity or any real concern for Religion, when the bare 
accuſation of an Enemy has been taken for good proof 
againſt her ? be 
My Brethren, I doubt not but our Adverſaries © 
have told you that the Baptiſm which you receiv dim 
your Infancy was no Baptiſm ; becauſe Baby-Sprinks * 
ling (as they vainly term it ) is no Baptiſm ; but pray... 
be ſo juſt to your ſelves, as to enquire of them whe= 
ther any Perſon who has been twice Baptiz/d be not 
a perfect Anabapriſt ? Nay, be plain, be plain and ask .. 
them if you have not Sinwd by your ſecona Baptiſm, | 
i it be prov'd that your Infant-Bapriſm was aright ..: 
| - pp if they dare to confeſs the Truth they muſs. 
fell you that you have, and that you ought to Re-"* 
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*pent of that Sin, of that ſecond Baptiſm, if your 
bf I's Baptiſm was rightly freurFur 4? fro 
* ehen certainly you ought to have been wery ſure that 
your Infant-Baptiſm wes no Baptiſm, _—_ ou 

had run the hazard of Sinning by Anabaptilm, or by 
got being Baptized a ſecond time. 

I have ſome hopes and earneſt acſires that (if you | 
will give theſe following Letters a fair reading) you 
may Conſider what you have done, and what you + | 
ony ht to have done, and what you ought now to do. 

. But I forbear, becauſe I would not here be thought 
= fo reflett too much upon any Perſon or Perſons 4- 
"017 us, 10 more than I have aone in the following 
Letters, God is my Witneſs, that T bear ill-will to 
none of their Perſons, _ —_ I have here 
opposd ; to confeſs the T ruth, I have no cauſe : Nay, 
but I will take this opportunity publickly to ac- 
* #nowlegoe that I have found very great reſpett and 
eivilities from the moſt azd the beit of them that I 
know. 

* *. Beſides I abvays endeavour to bear in mind the 

Hpoiigee of the Sun and the Wind contending for 

*he Travellers Cloak. The Wind made a great blu- 
fter and nould have forc'd it from him. Bat this 
mad way of contending was ſo notoriouſly in vain, 
that the ſtronver the Wind blew, it made the Man 
but hold his Garment the faſter, But then the Sun 
ſhone forth and Saluted him with a chearful Ray, 
and warn”d him with a pentle Gleam, and ſo indeed 
was the Man prevaiPd upon to [affer his Garment 
to fall from him, And thus the Sun did, by fair 


means, 
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' means, what the Wind with all it's Buſtle and Rage _ 


be perſwaded out of their Miſtakes and Errors by 


. I have not, I hope, been Guilty of any ſuch Roagh- 
| on or Clamour, or Bitterneſs, or Evil-ſpeaking i# 
theſe Papers, I have been careful not to give any. 
Y ſach offence. 
| And tet me $6 that I have ſlud?d to ſpeak plain 
too; Tea, I will not be aſhamed to wy 5 that it is for 
their plainneſs only that I have been perſwadea to 
B- make theſe Letters publick ;, I have not ſo much as 
made the Style gawdy with any high-floun Strains. 
Ornament and Rhetoric was none of my aim, but 
Sincerely, Faithfully, and to the utmoſt of my mean 
Abilities to ſhew 4 naked truth, and whether I 
have hit or miſs'd my Aim, you may now be pleas'd 
to examine and Judge, Tam 


(My very good Friends and Brethren) 


From March, ' Tour very much obliged, 
7 Aug. 1699. and moſt humble Servant, 


'T. Hewerdine. 
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Candianeſs and fair Reſpeits, than heftor'd out of i 
them with Noiſe and Roug wes k 
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SIR, i 
OURS of the Third Inſtant has juſt 
; now ſurpriz'd me, wherein at the very 


" 
- 


firſt daſh of your Pen, you ſomewhat 

bluntly requre, and charge me, as I 
will anſwer it at the dreadful Day of Judgment, 
when the Secrets of all Hearts ſhall be ditclos'd, 
to tell you freely and plainly whether I do in 
my Conſcience believe, That the way of Bap- 
tizing now uſed in the Church of England, 
namely by Sprinkling or Pouring on Water, 1s 
a good and juſtifiable way of Baptizing. 

Good Sir, You have known me ſome hun- 
dreds of times Baptize after this manner, and I 
wou'd {ain hope- that I have not by any pra- 
Ctice of mine, given you the leaſt juſt Coult w 
ſuſpe&t me of Hypocriſie, I don't fay this with 
any intent to give the Go-by to your Requeſt 
and Charge, but ſince you have put me to't, I 
do here ſolemnly protelt, and wou'd enter the 
lame Proteſtation tho? I was immediately to ap» 
pear before the Judgment-Seat of Chriſt, T 
I do in my Conſcience believe, that the M 
of Baptizing now uſed in the Church of Eng- | 
land, by Sprinkling, ; Pouring on Water,"1s 
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a good and juſtifiable way of Baptizing. And 
thus tar Pm ſure I am in the right, My Con- 
{cience bearing me Witneſs. 

But, Sir, You next pretty flatly put it upon 
me, tointorm you how this Mode of baptizing 
is to be defended and juſtified. Now in good 
Truth I couw'd be very well contented to fave 
my {elf this Trouble, by referring you to thoſe 
Books and Pages of Books wherein this Matter 
1s induſtriouſly debated, and the Mode of bap- 
tizing (which you now ſeem to call in Queſti- 
on) ſufficiently defended and juſtified, ſo as not 
to be gainſay'd, but by the ſtiffeſt Obſtinacy. 
But leit you ſhould conſtrue this as a giving up 
the Cauſe, I will here venture to ſay what you 
ſo earneſtly defire to hear from me, namely 
upon what Grounds it 1s that I my felt am per- 
{waded in my own Conſcience, concerning the 
Validity and Lawfulneſs of this way of Bap- 

 tizing. 

I will be very brief, and yet go to the Bot- 
tom, and rife by ſuch Steps and Degrees, as 
ſhall help to carry us over all difficulties, and 
ſhew us the truth ofthe Matter in ſome light. | 

And therefore I begin at our Catechiſm, in |} 

{ which we are well and truly taught, that in | 
the Sacrament of Baptiſm, there's The outward 1, 
| Sign, and The Thing Signified, 
- The outward Sign is Water, wherein the Per- 


(on is Baptized in the Name of the Father, ne, 
- | And * 


TY] 
And Sir, I will not here ſpend either Ink or 
Paper in the Proof of this, preſuming that we 
are ſti)! agreed thus far, But then, 

The Inward part of this Sacrament, or the 
Thing Signified 1s the Holy Spirit, or the Gifts 
and Graces of the Holy Spirit, ſuch as theſe 
mention'd in our Catechiſm, A Death unto Sn, 
and a New Birth unto Righteouſneſs, &c. for you 
muſt know that whereſoever we read in Scrip- 
ture of God's giving, or of Man's receiving the 
Holy Spirit, by the Holy Spirit muſt be meant, 
The Gifts and Graces of the Holy Spirit, and 
This I fay is the Inward part, or Thing Signtfied 
by the Water in Baptiſm. 

And this was repreſented by the Deſcending 
of the Holy Ghoſt upon our Saviour at his Bap- 
tiſm, Marth, 3. 26. and there ſeems to bea plain 
Evidence of this in thoſe Words of John the 
Baptift, 1 indeed Baptize you with water, but He 
(ſpeaking of Chriſt) ſhall Baptize you with the 
Holy Ghojt. The Bapri#, and (I add) all the 
Miniſters of Chriſt do bur baptize with Water, 
*T is Chriſt himſelf who does the Inward part, 
and baptizeth with the Spirit, and fo fays our 
Saviout himſelf, A Man muſt be born of Was 
ter and of the Spirit.» For as it 1s faid of Cirs 


cumcifion, That the outward Circumciſion of 


the Fleſh 1s as no Circumciſion, without the 


Inward Circumciſion of the Heart too, Rom, 
2. 28, 29. S0 to compleat the Sacrament of 
B 2 Bap- 
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Baptiſm there muſt be the Inward part as well 
. as the Outward, For except a Man be Born of 


Water and of the Spirit, He cannot enter into the 
| Kyznodom of God, John. 3. 5. | 


And thusSt. Paz, in his deſcription of Bap- 
| tiſm, not only ſpeaks of the external Waſhing 
of Regeneration, but of the Internal Renewing of 
; the Holy Ghoſt, Tit. 3.5. And ſoagain putting 
.- fome of his Corinthians 1n mind of their being 
baptiz'd, Te are Waſhed and Sanfified fays 
: He; that is, nor onely Waſhed with Warer, 
| but Sanctified with the Holy Ghoſt. 1, Cor. 

6. 11. | 

And to mention but one place more for alt, 
; Be Baptized and ye ſhall receive the gift of the Ho- 
ly Ghoſt, ſays St. Peter. At. 2.33. From whence 
.* *tis very plain, That when the Miniſters of 
Chriſt baptize with Water, Chriſt himſelf 
baptizeth with the Holy Ghoſt; which ( as I 
. have faid before) is the Inward part or Thing 
Signified by the Water 1n Baptiſm. 

And with great Reaſon therefore do we pray 
in the Office of baptiſm, Give, O Lord thy Ho- 
ly Spirit to this Infant, that He may be Born aoain ; 
and alſo Waſh him and Santtifie him with the Ho- 
ly Ghoſt, For to clear this Matter to the moſt 
Vulgar Capacity. | . 

As when we pray inthe Communion-Service, 
Hear us, moſt merciful Father, we moſt humbly be- 
ſeech thee; and grant that we, receiving theſe 

: thy 


43 
thy Creatures of Bread aud Wine, may be © 
Partakers of Chriſt's moſt bleſſed Body and * 
Blood. *Tis as much as to pray that we may 
not only be Partakers of the outward Part of 
that Sacrament, the Bread and Wize , but alſo 
that we may be Partakers of the Inward part 
or thing Signified likewiſe, which 1s the Boay ©: 
and Blood of Chriit : So when we pray for the 
Baptized, 'That He may have the- Holy Spirit 
given him, and that he may be Sanctified with * 
the Holy Ghoſt ; *tis as much as to pray, Thar. 
he may not only be baptized with the outward 
part of Baptiſm, which is Water, but alſo that 
he may be baptized with' the Inward part or 
thing Signihed by Water, which 15 the Holy | 
Spirit, ; | 
- And hence it 1s likewiſe, that as the other 
Sacrament 1s ſometimes expreſs'd with alluſion to + 
the Outward part, when we ſpeak of receivin 
the Bread and Wine, and ſometimes with al- 
luſion to the thing Signified, when we ſpeak of | 
receiving the Body and Blood of Chriſt; fo 
Baptiſm is ſometimes expreſs'd with alluſion to 
its outward part, when we ſpeak of baptizing 
with Water, and waſhing with Water, as the _ 
Apoſtle calls it, and ſometimes with alluſion to 
the Inward part or thing Signified , when he 
ſpeaks of baptizing with the Holy Ghoſt , or 
baptizing with the Spirit ; for ſo ſays the A+ 
B 3. poltle * 


(6) 
poſtle again, By one Spirit we are all Baptized, 
x Cor. 12. 13. 
I add, That it is no new thing for the Holy 
Spirit to be figur'd or repreſented by Water, 
for thus in the Prophet of Old, when God had 
faid, I will pour Water on him that is Thirſty, "He 
interprets fimfelf immediately, I will pour my 
Spirit upon thy Seed, Tai. 44. 3. and again, 
when he” had faid in Ezekiel, I will Sprinkle 
Clean Water upon you, he adds as the meaning of 
it, 1 will put my Spirit within you, Ezek. 36. 25, 
27. Andagain with alluſion to Wateris the pro- 
miſe of the Spirit expreſs'd by pouring out, I will 
pour out my Spirit upon all Fleſh, Joel 2. 28. and 
to clear this matter from all doubt, St. John 
voting theſe Words of our Saviour, He 
that Believeth in me, out of his Belly ſhall flow 
Rzvers of Living Water, This he ſpake, ſays 
that Evangeliſt, of the Spirit which they that 
believe in him ſhould receive, John 7. 38, 39. 
Sir, If you would ſee more and larger proofs 
of this, you may read Mr. Mede's Diſcourſe up- | 
on Titus 7.5. | 
Indeed I cowd hardly have thought that {| 
there cou'd have been any difference among Ca- 
cechetical Writers as to this matter, only Ifind 
in that ſame diſcourſe of Mr. Mede, that ſome 
would have the Blood of Chrift to be the thing 
; Hgnified by the Water in Baptiſm, as it is b 
' the Wine in the other Sacrament. To whih 
16 
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he replies, That the Blood of Chrift is-not once! 
mention'd by the Fathers of the Primitiwe- 
Church as the inward part of this Sacrament 
of Baptiſm, no more than it 1s in our Liturgy 


* andhe further adds, That the: Opinion is Novel, 


and That the Lutheran Divines make it peculiar 
and proper tothe Followers of Calvin. | 
But now, Sir, give me leave to obſerve 
to you, "That Calviz himſelf ſeems not to have 
been always of this Opinion ; nay, but he 
plainly aſſerts, That the Holy Spirit is the Thing 
ignify'd by the Baptiſmal Water ; For, com- 
plaining of the Church of Rome, for feign- 
ing Confirmation to be a Sacrament, by which 
the Spirit of Regeneration is conferr'd, he adds; 
Thar they transferr'd to Confirmation what was 
proper to Baptiſm, meaning that they made the 
Spirit of Regeneration, which is the Inward part 
of Baptiſm, tobe the Thing ſignifi'd by thelaying 
onof hands in Confirmation. Catv. in Heb.6.1,2« 
And here, Sir, if I was minded to enlarge, 
I could confirm this Matter with abundance of 
Teſtimonies out of the beſt Writers and Fathers - 
of the Primitive Church ; but I forbear, being 
pretty confident, that there is no great need of 
their Evidence in fo plain a Caſe. | 
And now, my good Friend, are not your 
Eyes open ? Don't you clearly ſee, from what 
I have faid of the Inward part of Baptiſm, how 
rightly the Outward part may be — 
ee, y 
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by Sprinkling or Pouring on Water ? The Gift of 
the Holy Spirit, the thing ſignified in Baptiſm, is 
expreſt by Sprinkling or Pouring on. And 15 there, 
orcan there be any Reaſon given,why the Thing 
Stgnifnd ſhould be exceeded by the Sign ? God 
himſelf thought it not neceſſary, but makes 
Sprinkling, or Pouring on Water ſufficient to 
repreſent, and ſignifie his giving or pouring on 
the Spirit ; for when He, I ſay, promiles his 
Holy Spirit, he does not, no, not ſo much as 
once in the whole Bzble, fay, I will ap, or 
pronge into Water, but I will ſprinkle or pour on 

ater, Iſa. 44. 3. and Ezek. 36. 25. 

Dr. Towerſon, who had once ſaid ſomething 
' which was a little too harſh (as himſelf con- 
feſles) againſt this way of Baptizing by Sprink- 
* ling, ( whoſe very words our Adverſaries have 
catch'd hold of, and have boaſted of him, as a 
brave Man on their fide) yet when he came to 
_— more narrowly into the Matter, he in- 
duſtriouſly defends it, and amongſt other Ar- 
guments uſes this very Text, Ezek. 36. 25. and 
—_ from Maimonides, That the Words were 
poken with reference to the Times of the 
Meſfzah ; and affirms, That they cannot be bet- 
ter interpreted than of the Water of Baptiſm, ap- 
plying them ( as T have heredane ) as very well 
expreſſing the Outward Sign of that Sacrament. 

And ſhall Men be wiſer than God ? Or think 
it any Wit to mock at and derids his ay + 
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And be at the pains of making a Greek word 
_ Engliſh, to make their mockery the plainer; 
Sprinkling, forſooth, out of Sport and Rallery, 
mult be calld Rantizino ; and Baptiſm, when 
adminiſter'd by Sprinkling or Poxring on Water, 
muſt be nicknam'd Rantiſm. | 
But let me tell you, Sir, and you may tell 
the Author of your little * Book you boaſt 
of ; That when he ſo merrily calls our 
way of Baptizing, Rantizing, and our Baptiſm, 
Rantiſm ; He makes a mock of the very Words 
of God himſelf; and according to his reproach» 
ful way of Speaking, when God promiſes to 
Sprinkle clean Water upon his People, he muſt 
not then promiſe to Baprzze, but only to Rantize.; 
This puts me in mind how I had once the 
misfortuneto hear a wild Wretch call the Lord's 
Supper. Heſeem'd to quarrel with my Friend 
for calling that Sacrament the Supper of our 
Lord ; A Supper, faid he, A Bite and a Sip, you | 
mean. And he had as much to fay for the Pro» 
fane expreſſion, as any one can have, for cal» 
ling our Baptiſm, Rantiſm. | 
Why, Sir, He urg'd that a Supper ought tq 
be a full Meal, that to Signifie our receiving 
the Body and Blood of Chrift, we onght to 
eat a piece of Bread as big as his Body, and to 
drink as much Wine as he ſhed Blood. And 


* A little Book, call'd, The Reaſon why nor Inf ant-SprinMling, bus 
Believers Baptiſm ought ro be approv'd, Kc. 


(10) 
iS 1t not at a like Rate, that ſome plead againſt 
Baptizing by Sprinkling? You have heard the 
reaſon why That profane Wretch calld our way 
of Receiving the Holy Sacrament of the Lord's 
Supper, a Bite and a Sip ; and is it not for a very 
like reaſon, that our way of Baptizing is by ſome 
calPd Rantizing ? 

: IT will not here ſay with the P/a/miſt, What 
ſhall be done to the falſe Tongue? but rather 
with our moſt charitable Lord, Father, forgive 
_ for ſurely they know not what they ſay 
OT CO. 

But this *tis to be ſo Zealous for Externals, 
when Men think that they can never have e- 
nough of the outward Signs of the Sacraments, 
when yet perhaps the thing Signed, which 1s 
the main and principal thing, 1s as much neg- 
lected. 

But, Sir, When we receive the Sacrament of 
the Lord's Supper , if we Spiritually eat his 
Fleſh, and drink his Blood, which 1s the 1n- 
ward part of this Sacrament; as to the out- 
ward part, it will not matter much how little 
Breed we eat, or how little Wine we drink. 
So when any are baptized, if their Souls are 
purifd andcleans'd with the Holy Spirit, which 
1s the Inward part of this Sacrament ; as to the 
cutward part, it wil] not matter much how 
little Water they are baptized with. 

And it you, gcod Sir, reſiſt not the Holy Spirit 
OI 
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of God, nor receive his Grace m vain, but be 
thereby renew'd in the Spirit of your Mind, 
and cleanſed from all filthinefs both of Fleſh 
and Spirit, My Soul for yours if you enter not 
into the Kingdom of God, tho' you was but 
ſprinkled with Water, when you was. bap- 
tized. | 

Whereas they whoſe hearts are not purified, 
whoſe Converſations are not cleanſed , who 
wallow in foul Sins, I muſt and willpronounce 
them too unclean to enter into the Kingdom 
of God, tho? they were never ſo much Plung'd, 
or Dipt into Water never ſo deep, when they 
were baptized. 

But I muſt remember my ſelf that I am not 
now writing a Book, but only a Letter ; and there- 
tore I ſhall only further tell you; that I defign'd 
but in this to open the way to a fuller Vindicati. | 
on of the thing in Queſtion. And foI conclude 
at preſent with this promiſe, "That you ſhall 
(God willing) very ſpeedily hear again of this 


matter from, 
Dear Sir, 


Jane 6, 
1698, Tour very Humble Servant, 


T. H. 
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STR, 
HO? I concluded my Laft with a Pro- 
miſe to let you hear from me again very 
ſpeedily, about the Matter in Debate, viz. 
oncerning the Validity and Lawfulneſs of our 
way of ME—_ by Sprinkling, yet I had hard- 
Iy time to breath, or to take a little Air, be- 
ore I was alarm'd with your ſecond Letter, 
wherein you call out to me in great heat and 
haſte, to let you hear what I have to fay to 
ſuch and ſuch Objeftions. 
And, dear Sir, I'll be your humble Servant 
here again, and attend your Motion ; nor ſhall 
-- I bemuch outof my own intended way; for in 
anſwering the Objeftions which you ſay ſeem 
to wound our Cauſe, I doubt not but to blunt, 
or to turn their Edge ſo as to make them de- 
fend it, which 1s the = thing Taim at. Burt, 
Firſt, You fay that the very Word (Bari 
Corns)) Baptizing , always ſignifies Dipping ; 
yes, and ſo they'll very confidently and perem- 
ptorily ſay too, who yet never underſtood one 
Syllable of Greek in their Lives, and above all 
the reſt, the Author of the little Book you ſent 
me 
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me, is almoſt perpetually ſaying ſo from one 
end of That book to the other. 

But now to this I can give you a very ſhort 
Anſwer ; and ſuch an Anſwer as, I believe, 
will to you be very fatisfaQtory and convincing ; 
For I know you dare depend upon Dr. Pazrick, 
now Biſhop of Ely, ( whoſe Writings you fo 
juſtly admire) for the ſignification of a Greek 
Word, and therefore I will obſerve to you 
what he has noted in the Margin of his moſt 
excellent Diſcourſe, concerning Baptiſm ; © Mr. 
& Pocock, ( ſays he) hath largely ſhewn, That 
ws, Baalitea) to be Baptized, does not always 
« fignifie among the Sfows the Waſhing of the 
«* whole Body ; which is to be obſerved againſt 
thoſe who now make it neceſſary. . I may have 
occaſion before I have done, to conſult Mr. Po» . 
cock himſelf, and then you ſhall hear more from ? 
him. 

And, Sir, if I might be Sophiſtical, and pla 
with Particles, as it 15 the manner of our Ad- 
verſaries to do; I might here obſerve of our Pi- 
ous and Learned Tranſlators, ro whom we are 
obliged for our Engliſh Bibles, that they do not 
ſeem to underſtand Dipping by Baptizing; for in 
our Engliſh Bibles, which they have put 1ato one 
hands, we uſually read of Baptizing with Water, 

But now, Good vir, in all thoſe places where 
we read of Baptizingwith,l can hardly think that - 
they would have us there,by Baptizzng to under- 

| ſtand 
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ſtand Dipping, becauſe Dipping with is not good 
Sence, to Dp in, or into Water, is good Sence, 
butto Dip with Water is not. And therefore I ſay 
I might be perſwaded that it was not the mean- 
ing of thoſe Tranſlators, that we ſhould always 
underſtand Dipping by Baptizing ; or that we 
may read Dipping with Water ( m. | ich 15 not good 
Senſe) where they have Taught us to Read 
Baptizing with Water, 

ea to Baptize with Water, is the common 
Language of all Engliſh Authors, even of our 
Adverſaries themſelves ; but that they mean to 
Dip with Water when they ſay to Baptize with 
Water, we may no more believe (I fay) than 
we may believe Dipping with Water to be good 
Sence. But, | 
*Tis true we Read that there is but (5 Bam- 
koug) one Baptiſm, Epheſ. 4. 5. which is an un- 
. anſwerable Argument indeed tor the only once 
Adminiſtration of it, directly againſt Anabap- 
tiſm, but then we are alſo told that there are 
(AlFoes: Bankoug: ) Diverſe — for fo 
the Original word fignihes, tho? tranſlated D#- 
verſe Waſhings, Heb. 9. 10. which undeniably 
ſhews that the Ways and Modes of baptizing 
are various and different ; Yea and by the Di- 
verſe Baptizings here mention'd mult certainly 
be meant among the reſt, thoſe Sprinklings 
which we read of Numb. 8.7. and Chap. 19. 
18, 19, 


Again, 
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Again, ?Tis faid of the Jews, that when they 
come from Market, they Eat not except 
they Waſh, Mark, 7. 4. The Original Words 
are, ey un BankGwvny , They Eat not except 
they are Baptized ; where, by Baptized, we are 
not neceſſarily to underſtand Dipped, for, as 
Mr. Pocock has abundantly prov*d, Lavantes & 
foro totum C _ #0 Merſabant, The Jews at 
their return from the Marker, did not always 
Waſh or Dip the Whole body. Nor. Miſcel. c. g. 

« 390. 

g And again, Luke 11, 38. where we read that 
the Phariſee wonder*d-at Jeſus that he did not 
Waſh before Dinner, the Greek Words are, on 
s Dew Tow 6camlicn, I hat he was not firſt Baptized. 
But now by Baptized in rhis 'Iext, we cannot + 
poſſibly underſtand Dipped, for there was no 
ſuch Cuſtom among theJews,as ro dipthemſelyes 
before their common Meals, no not ſo much as 
to dip their Hands into Water, For, 

Even in the Caſe of waſhing their Hands, 
Non Lavant Manas niſi © vaſe (affuſa aqua); They 
waſh not their Hands by Dipping them into any 
Veſſel of Water, but by having Water poured 
upon them, ſays Mr. Pocock from their beſt Au- 
thors, Not. Miſ. c.9. p.365. and again p.371. 
(Non Lavant Manas) lays He, quoting Maimo- 
nides, %c.) They waſh not their Hands but 
wich Water poured upon them. And tho' ſome 
of their Authors allow of dipping their Hands 

into 
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into Water, yet tis only (argente neceſſitate) in 
o ordinarily they 


Caſes of neceſſity, for to do 
all forbid them. 

And ſo in this Text where it is faid that 
the Phariſee wonder'd at Jefus, that he was 
not firſt Baptized before Dinner, ſays Mr. Po- 
cock, tho? it be meant according to Grotius's 
Note, that the Pharifee wonder'd that Jeſus 
did not firſt waſh his Hands before Dinner, yet 
he diſagrees with Gyotizs as to the reaſon of 
the expreſſion, and adds, That if ourLord*'s Hands 
had but been Waſhed(aqra affuſa)by having wa- 
ter poured upon them, there had been no cauſe 
for the Phariſee's wonder, becauſe the Phariſees 
themſelves did not otherwiſe waſh their Hands, 
upon the like occaſion. Idem, p. 398. 

And the fame Learned Author, after a very 
Nice and Critical Enquiry, into the various 
Modes of Waſhing and Baptizing uſed among 
the Jews, he concludes concerning the Word 
( Barliced;) to be Baptized; namely, "That it 
was very —_— and ordinarily made uſe of 
to ſignifie, That Waſhing which was performed 
by- Pouring on Water ; Quod forſan contra illos, 
qui vim verbi, ubi de Baptiſmi Sacramento diſpu- 
tatur, moroſins urgent, non inutile erit obſervare ; 
"And this, tays he, may be oblerv'd with great 
Advantage againſt thoſe, who when they dif- 
pute of the Mode of Baptizing, do with too much 

Stiffneſs and Obſtinacy urge the Word, as if it 


d1d 
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, did always fignifie to dip into Water. Idem; 
. 402. 
l Hol again, 'The Apoſtle ſays of the Iſraelites 
© that rame our of E-oypt, that they were all Bap= * 
5 tized in the Cloud, and in the Sea; but they were 
4 not Dipt into the Chord, or into the Sea, they 
S were only Sprixkled or Daſhea upon with the 
S Waters of the Cloud, and of the Sea, 1 Cor: 
j t0.2, I know *ris faid that this 1s buta Metapho- 
f rical Exyrefſion ; but ſtill, T hope, that *tis a per- 
O tinent Metaphor, and ſhews the ſignification of 


þ the Word Baptizing, viz, That it does not al- 

e ways lignifie Dipping, which is all that Iam 

O Enquiring after at preſent. 

, Once more: Were not the Holy Apoſtles 
Baptized with the Holy Ghoſt? But how? 


/ The Holy Ghoſt was poured down upon their 
S Heads in ſtreaks of Fire like unto Cloven Tongaes; 
F The Holy Ghoſt did not deſcend like a River 
1 of Flame for the Apoſtles to be Dipt into, but 
c was only poured upon their Heads in ſtreaks of 
f Fire ; and yet *tis faid that they were Baptized 
with the Holy Ghoſt. es 

, And tho? the Expreſſion m 1 Cor. 10. 2. be 
- but Metaphorical, yet I hope that this Baptiſms 
with the Holy Ghoſt, is a real Bapriſzn, tis 1 
t am fure the Chief, and Principal Baptiſm, and 
- of which the Baptiſm with Water 1s but the 
1 Outward Sign, 

4 

© And 
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And here give me leave to add, That the 


| Primitive Fathers calld Sprinkling with Water 
F Baprizing with Water, as in the Caſe of Clinic 


- Baptiſm, of which you ſhall hear more by and 
" by; hereTIſhallonly tell you of the Clinics, that 
{ they were Baptized as they lay upon their Beds 
; of Sickneſs; and 'tis well known that they were 
only ſprinkled with Water, and yet werefaid to 
S- Ty x Airy Bemle Zopfuor Baptized upon their 

eas. 

I& And now I hope 'tis pretty plain, as to the 
{ignification of the word, That Baptizing does 
F not always ſignifie Dipping ; nor conſequently 
does it cet. all other Modes of Baptsz#ng. 
- But notwithſtanding all this, we, the Mini- 
. Rters of the Church of Ezeland it ſeems, amongft 
ſome Folks, muſt be great Diſſemblers and Hy- 
pocrites: And why I pray? Why? Becauſe 
when we Baptizeby ſprinkling, we dare not ſpeak 
as we att, we dare not fay, / ſprinkle thee in the 
Name of the Father, &c. Alas for us, poor Men ! 
that we are no ſuch daring Blades as no others 
are. But 1s it ſo indeed? When they Baprize 
by Dipping, dare they ſay, 1 Dip thee in the 
Name of the Father, &c. T am ſure we may 


s- with as good Reaſon and Authority fay, / 


- ſprinkle thee, as they ſay, I dip thee, 
_- Our Saviour's words are, Go, teach all \ ations, 
i. Baptizing them, Our Adverſaries ask us, Dare 
F you Tranſlatethe words, Go, Teachall Nations 
| Sprink- 
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Sprinkling them ; and to be even with them, 
we think it enough to ask them again, Dare? 
you Tranſlate the words, Go, Teach all Nations: 
Dipping them? But, Sir, I'll endeavour to. 
ſtrike more light into this matter by a paralle[” 
Caſe; Suppole then, that our Bleſſed Saviour 
had faid to his Apoſtles, Gov, Hire all Nations” 
into my Vineyard, paying them ſuch a Sum in my 
Name: And ſuppoſe further, that ſome of them 7 
had paid the Sum in Silver, and ſome 1n Gold; 
Can it be imagin'd that ever theſe different 
= of paying the ſame Sum would have pro» | 
ved a matter of Controverſie ? Truly according 
to the aforeſaid way of Contending and Argu« 
ing, They who paid in S:ver might have 
quarrelPd with the others for paying in Gold, 
and might have diſputed their Quarrel after this 
manner ; Our Saviour has ſaid, Go, Hire all Na« 
tions into my Vinezard, paying them ſach a Sum in 
-y Name; but dare you Tranſlate the wor 
Paying them ſo much Gold in my Name? 
How then dare you pay in Gold, when you 
dare not Speak as you AQ ? 

Now to this Argument, might not the others-- 
have reply'd and di{puted, on the other hand, a=" 
gainſt paying, in Sitver ? Our: Saviour has Com-- 
manded us to Hire all Nations into his Vineyard, 
paying them ſuch a Sem in his Name, but dare 
you Tranſlate the words, Paying them ſo much * 
Sitver? It not, How dare you pay in Sitver, * 
2 whea'- 


{ n 
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- When you dare not Speak as you AQ? 
*- This Cafe, I think, ſufficiently ſhews the 
Folly of our Adverfarics, in daring us to uſe the 
word Sprinkling tor Baptizing. 

| Nay, and turther, We may ſuppoſe, our Sa- 
& viour giving this Command to his Apoſtles, to 


* Hire all Nations into his Vineyard paying them 


ſuch a Sum: 1n his Name; we may farther ſup- 
poſe him, I fay at the ſame time, to have been 
in the 1naes, where Payments for the moſt part 
are made all in Gold: And Conicquently we may 
{uppoſe that the Apoitles hiring theſe Indiar 
Nations into Chriſt's Vizeyard did pay them all 
in Gola, according to the General uſage of theſe 
Countries, Well, but then even upon this ſup- 
poſition, that none of the Apoſtles had ever paid 
the aforeſaid Sum in Szver, but had paid all in 
Gold, yet their practice in this Caſe would not 
have made a general Rule, or made it unlaw- 
full to pay the Sum in Srlver; No, but their 
Succeſlors, and other Minifters of Chrift (not- 
withſtanding this Apoſtolical Practice of Pay- 
ing the Izd:ans in Gold) might yet in other 
places have paid the Sum in Silver; Yea, and 
woud have been conſtrain'd and oblig'd to ty 
do, had they come to lure {uch Nations int9 
Chriſt's Vinezard where Silver is the Current 
Coyn; and they could not have paid in Gold 
without great and manifold Difficulties and In- 
CONVENnIencies, 


And 
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And thus, when Chriſt Commanded his A- 
poſtles to Baptize all Nations in his Name, he% 
was then in thoſe Eaſftern-Countries, where, by.*? 
reaſon"of Exceſſive heat, Waſhings and Bathings * 
were very frequent, and a Cuſtomary practice; } 
and therefore when the Apoſtles Baptiz?din theſe - 
hot Nations, tho? we ſuppoſe them to have Bap-. 4 
tiz'd there by Dipping, yet their Prattice un | 
thoſe hot Countries cannot reaſonably be urg'd 
as generally obliging us to the ſame way of Bap- - 
tizing, or making it unlawtul to Baptize any 0- 
therwiſe; no, - their Succellors and other 
Miniſters of Chriſt may yetin other places Bap- 
tize by Spriakling, yea, andareeven Conſtrain'd 
and Oblig'd foto do, when they Baptize in Cold 
Countries, where they cannot Baptize by Dyp-. 
paz without great and manifelt dangersand in- 
conveniencies, 

In ſhort, as 1a the aforeſaid Caſe, had our 
Saviour Commanded ſuch a Sum.to be paid, -it - 
might certainly have been rightly and well paid 
in Sitver, notwithitendingthe Apoltles had paid 
all the Indians in Gold; ſo conſidering the vari» ' 
ous ſignifications of th: Word Baptize, Baptiſm 
may well and rightly be Adminiſtred by Sprizz#- 
ling or Pouring on Water in Cold Countries, 
tho* it be ſuppos'd, and, if it may pleaſe our 
Adverſaries, even granted, that the Apoſtles in 
Hot Nations Baptiz'd all by Dipping. 


C 3 And 
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And indeed I muſt here obſerve,that our Blcf- 
+ fed Saviour, uſing this Word Bapriz? in an il- 
Alimited fignification, has thereby diſcover'd to 
us not only his great Wiſdom, but his great 
"Love and Tenderneſs to Mankind ; for thus he 
" has Accommodated the Ordinance of Baptiſm 
. to all Apes, to all Sexes, to all Diſpoſitions, and 
-to all Climates. And truly the Apoitles were 
" to teach all Nations Baptizing them, as well the 

Coldeſt as the Hotteſt Countries. 

But now ſhow'd an Apoſtle have TravelPd 
into the moſt Northery parts of the World, 
where the Climate is extreamly Cold, and 
ſhould have Preach'd the Goſpel, and Exhort- 


ed them all to take Chriſt's Toke upon them, and 


ſhould have told them for their Encouragement 
'That his Yoke is eaſe, and his Burden light; And 
in Anſwer to their asking him how That Toke 
was to be put on, ſhou'd have reply'd, Why, 
you mult all be _—— or Plang*d in ſome Pond 

or River. Certainly ſuch a piece of hardſhip, 

in the extremity of their Cold Regions, cou'd 
not have been well thought on, nor wov'd they 

+ readily have believ'd that Toke to be calie, which 
was not to be put on without endangering their 
Limbs, and their Lives with Cold, 

And ſoagain, Shou'd a Twrk upon his Death- 
bed be converted to Chriſtianity, andearneſtly 
defire Baptiſm, How cou'd it be fafely done, if 

there was no other way of Baptizing but by Dip- 


fins? Nay, 
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Nay, but the aforeſaid Clinic-Boptiſm, which 
we hear ſo much of in the Primitive Writers, | 
was moſt certainly received by Aſperſion or 
* Sprinkling; The Clinici were they who receiv'd 
Baptiſm upon their Sick-beds, and their Bap» v3 
tiſm by Sprinkling is ſufficiently Vindicated by * 
St. Cyprian, Ep. ad Mag. 76. | 

I know what ſome are bold to fay, that God 
in ſuch Caſes is oblig*d to preſerve us, and to 
look to't, whatever the danger of Dipping may 
ſeem to be, that no real harm ſhall come or, 
But I Anſwer, That I never look'd upon Bap- 
tiſm: as a Charm either againſt Colds or Diſca- 
ſes, nor wou'd I dare to Baptize a very fick Man 
by Dipping him in a Pond or River, = this 
Preſumption, that God will fave him trom all 
harm by it, by a Miracle: *Tis not fafe to 
truſt to Miracles, or to tempt God out of the 
ordinary ways of his Preſervation. I Love nor - 
harſh Expreſſions, but Mr. Baxter fays,**'This 
«© was the Devils Trick,who wou'd have drawn 
* Chriſt to have caſt himſelf into danger of Death, 
* by encouraging of him to truſt roa Miraculous 
* preſervation. x, 

Well, but then, fay ſome, if a ſtate of In- 
firmity or a cold Seaſon may make it alittle dan- 
| to Baptize by Dipping, may not a more 

onvenient and leſs dangerous Opportunity be 
waited for ? 
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And this indeed ſpeaks the general praftice 

of our Adverfaries; you ſeldom hear of a fick 
Man Dipt, or of any Dipt by them in the Froſt 
and Snow time of Winter, 
* But to ſuch delay of Baptiſm upon any ac- 
count whatioever, you may be pleasd to hear 
whar 1s ſaid by the aforeſaid Mr. Baxter, * Tis 
& 'be fays) quite contrary to the conſtant Rule 
* and Example of Scripture , and ſo he proves 
* that the 3ooo were Baptized without delay, 
* 4. 2. and the people of Samaria, Att. 8. and 
* that the Eunuch was Baptized in his very Jour- 
* ney, A. 8. That Corzelizs ard his Friends 
* were preſently Baptized, Ad. 11. and that 
* ſo wereti:ey in Ad. 19. 5.and the Jaylor, AtF. 
* 16, and that 1o were the Coriathians, Act. 18. 
And faid Anwmmitis to Paul, why tarrieit thou? 
Ariſe and be Bupitized, AQ. 22. 16, 

But Sir, It Baptiſm was not delay'd upon 
any account whatſoever; no, not tho* 3ooo 
were Bap:1zed at once, what think you of thoſe 
who wl.za they have a few Perſons to be Bap- 
tized after their way, by Dipping, will ( one 
wou'd be tempted to ſay, out of Vain Glory or 
Oſtentation ) make as long work of it as they 
can, and will hardly Div above One or Two at 
a time; that by their more frequent Dippings 
they may make a greater Noiſe and Buſtle in 
the World. | 


You 
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You, Sir, know what I mean, and therefore 
I will not rub any harder upon this Sore place, 
but will leave you at preſent to conſider awhile 
of what I have faid to your firſt and great Ob- 
jection rais'd from the ſ1gnification of . Word 
(BarliGorns) Baptizing. 
You ſhall not be long without an Anſwer 
to your other Objections from, 


Sir, 
June 13. 
1698, Tour very hearty and humble Servant, ' 


T. H. 
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SIR, 


 '& 5 Firſt and great Objection, againſt 
the Mode of Baptizing by Sprinkling, was 
Antwer'd in my laſt ; and this comes to aſſure 
you, that I have not been forgetful of your other 
Objections, but have thought on ?em again and 
again ; and, conſidering the Men's. Principles 
who have taught you the Objections, I fn 

'. 
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that they'll be Anſwer'd in a Few Words, 
For the Obſettors you know are upon all 
F occaſions very Loud and Clamorous for plain 
and poſitive Texts of Scripture, Deductions and 
Confequences will by no means down with them; 
and therefore their ObjeAions will be ſufficient» 
Iy anſwer'd to them, - if I ſhew that the Scrip- 
ture which they ground them upon, will not 
maintain them after their own poſitive man» 
ner. And, Good Sir, Let it be remember*d, that 
I do 1n this Letter argue upon our Adverſaries 
own Principles and in their own way. For thus, 

T need not tell you that their great ObjeQtion 
againſt Infant-Baptijzz is this, Where do you 
read in Scripture that any Infants were Bapti- 
zed, or Commanded to be Baptized ? Which 
Objection, in 1ts duc time and place, ſhall have 
its full Antwer ; but here, Sir, you muſt pardon 
me if I make uſe of this their own Weapon a- 
gainſt themſelves, and ask them, Where did you 
read in Scripture of any that were Baptized by 
being Dipt, or Commanded to be only fo Bap- 
tiz?d, and not otherwiſe ? 

*Tis true, you once indecd reply'd to this, 
that whether the Scripture was ſo or no, yet 
that Antiquity was clear for Dipping ; and I 
ſhou'd be glad to hear the fame kind word drop 
from the Mouths or Pens of our Learned Ad- 
| verſaries: I ſhou'd be glad, I mean, to hear 
them appealing to true Antiquity in any - 

| Whats 
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whatſoever, and willing to ſubmit to ſuch good -? 
Authority ; for then 1 ſhow'd hope that they | 
wou'd have ſome regard to it in the Caſe of In- } 
fant-Baptiſm ; yes certainly, if they will plead * 
Antiquity for Dippizg, they muſt allow the Plea 2 
to be good when it 15 made for Infant-Baptiſm 
lIikewile, 

And therefore to bring the Controverſic be- 
fore Antiquity, I wow'd have them to know, 
that they do not read 1n Scripture of any that 
were Dzpt, or Commanded to be fo Baptiz'd, 
and not otherwiſe. 

* Yes, ſay they, Our Saviour himfelt was Dip- 
* ped when he was Baptized of John in Jordan, 
* for the very Original Words ( #Camrlidy wan 
© laary as T "lopiterly ) may be Tranſla- 
- ted, He was dipped of Joh into Jordan, Mark 


l. 9. 

To this it has been rightly anſwer'd, that the 
Word Ce wid, does not neceſlarily fignifie, 
He was Dipped, as I have clearly ſhewn you in 
my laſt Letter ; and then as for the Words, «s 
lopizvlw, which our Adverſaries would fain ' 
tranſlate izto Jordan, they have been ſhewn * 
trom ſeveral the like Expreſſions in the New 
Teſtament, That they may as well be tragſla- 
ted at Jordan; © & * lopdtrlvs, may be tranſ- 
< lated at Jordan, fays Mr. Horn, juſt as as "A- 
&* CwToy, 15 ateed at Azotus, Atts 8. 40. and 
« juſt as «s Ay, 15 tranſlated at the City, Mat. 
*? 2.27 
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© 2.23. and juſt as & Kenfvzu is tranſlated 
- © at Capernaum, Mat. 4.13. and as the like In- 
* Eſtances may be ſeen in A&s 4. 5. and 20. 16, 
* and 21.13. and 25.15, See Mr. Horz's Cauſe 
of Infants Maintaind, p. 70. | 

But *tis further Obje&ed, That our Saviour, 
when he was baptized, went up ſtraightway out of 
the water, Matth. 3. 16. and Mark 1. 10, Sir, I 
wonder+net that theſe Texts are urg'd by the 
Common People of our Adverfaries, as an Ar- 
gument to prove our Lord's being Drpp'd ; but 
that any Man who has Learning enough to inter- 
pret our Ez2/:f Bibles, (as they ought to be in- 
terpreted) 10 as to agree with the Original, that 
any fuch Learned Man ſhovld take an Advan- 
" tage from the Exzliþ Words, which he muſt 
needs know the Original will not bear ; This 
to me indeed 1s very wondrous, 

Bat who then can ſufficiently wonder at the 
Author of your Iittle Book for his wild Note 
zpon 327th. 2. 16. * Our Lord went down fo 
& fir and dcen into the River, ſays he, that, 
< the Text is expreſs, whea he was baptized, he 
& went np jiraiohtway out of the water : Mark, He 
« went. up Ont of the Water is the Cuntous 
& Penning of the Matter by the Holy Ghoſt, 
' *tg ſhew the Conſiderable depth our Lord 
& went into the Water to be dipt : Thus your 
Author. But, Sir, I will Icave it to others to 
fav, That his wreſted Obſeryation belyes the 

: Holy 
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Holy Ghoſt, I will only tell you, That he ought 
to have look*d into the Original, before he had | 
preſum'd to make his Remarks upon what the 
Holy Ghoſt did Pen, for the Greek Words were 
the Curious Penning of the Holy Ghoſt. And 
I doaffirm, That the Greek Words in both theſe 
Texts, Matt. 3.16. and Mark 1, 10. only {ignt-. 
fie, 'That our Lord went up From the Water, 
as every Man does who goes from the Water- 
ſide only. | 
®* And thus our Saviour's being iz, or dipt zato 
the Water, cannot be prov'd from theſe Texts, 
by any one who can conſult the Original Words, 
whichin Marth. 3. 16.are, AriCn am! 14 vir, 
He went up from the water ; and in Mark x. ro. 
«46 cyvwy 2m 78 v7, Coming up from the wa- 
ter, which I fay can never prove him to have 
been iz, but only by the Water-ſide ; for he 
who goes but from the Water-fide, goes up 
from the Water, becauſe I think that Rivers 
do always run 1n the loweſt Ground. 

But, granting that our Bleſſed Lord went in- 
to the River to be Baptiz'd, it will not yet fol- 
low that he was dipt. For, good Sir, I can- 
not here bur obſerve, both of our Lord, and of 
the Eunuch (which 1s your next Objeftion) and 
ot the many thoutands we read of to have been 
Baprtiz'd, that we never find the leaſt hint 
of any of their Cloaths being put of. Cer- 
tainly it they were dipt Naked, as ſome fay, 


(which 


# F < p 


( 30 ) 


- (which I can hardly believe, becauſe Men and 
Women were baptiz'd together) or if they put 
off but ſome of their uppermoſt Garments as 
others contend, we ſhou'd have heard ſome- 
thing of it, for we are told of our Lord's lay- 
hy aſide his Garment upon a far lefs occaſion, 

ohn 13. 4. | 

And therefore I ſay that we never hearing one 
Syllable about their Cloaths, whether any part 
of them, or all, or none were put off, is a good 
"> ad hominem, that they were noÞ 

ipt. 

And now let me appeal to you, Sir, whe- 
ther we may not give a good Account of 
this Matter, by ſuppoſing them to have been 
baptized only by Sprinklize or Pouring on Wa- 
ter, Why, you very wel! know, That it was 
their Cuſtom in thoſe Countries, tov go bare up 
tothe Knees, only with Sandals upon their Feet, 
ſo that they might” conveniently enough ſtep in- 
to their ſhallow Rivers to be baptized, by ha- 
ving Water ſprinkled or poured upon their Fa- 
- ces, Without putting off, or laying alide any 
part of their Garments ; and therefore, I fay, 
conſidering that we never read of any ſuch 
thing, not one Tittle about putting off or alter- 
Ing their Garments, *tis as good an Argument 
againſt their being apt, and as {trons for their 
being /primiled only, as we can defire againſt 
our Adverſarts, 

n 


(31) 
In ſhort, That when they were Baptized, 
they were{tript and apt naked, I cannot believe 
5 for the aforeſaid Reaſon, becauſe Men and Woe : 
; men were Baptized together ; or ſuppoſing that ? 
they were Baptized diſtinctly and ſeparately, 
the Men by themſelves, and the Women by ' 
themſelves ; yer ſtill they were Men who Bap- 
tized ; and had this been put upon the Apoſtles 
to Baptize Women naked, what brave ſport 
wou'd their Enemies have made of it? To be 
þ fire the Devil with the ſpightful Jews and Gere 
tiles would have rais'd from ſuch a praGtiſe as 
this, a whole Volume of Lewd ſtories, as the 
Learned know they did from the Celebration 
of rh2 other Sacrament upon a far leſs Occaſion. 
But if the Baptized were dpped in their Gar- 
ments, then whar. becomes of their Obzetion 
which we hear of, from Heb. 10. 22. where 
there is Mention made of our Bodies being 
waſh'd with pure Water ? For how our Bodies 
can be waſl'd with our Cloaths on, I do not 
well underſtand. But, Sir, I ſhall here add by 
the by, that in thar Text to the Hebrews there 
is no alluſion to Baptiſm ; No, but that it plain» 
ly alludes to the Waſhing of the High-Prieſt,men- 
tioned Levit, 16. 4- is even demonſtrated by 
Mr, Sydenham in his Exercitation on Infant 
Baptiſm, Cap, 16. 
And tor a Concluſion of this whole matter, I 
will here ſet dowa ſome of the very Worlds of 
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that Learned Author, * If, fays he, The Per- 
* ſon Baptized be not Naked, then this Baptiſm 
« by Dipping is rather a Baptizing Mens Cloaths 
© and upper Garments than their Bodies ; but 
& if he or ſhe be Naked, how odious a Cuſtom 
&-you'd this be? I cannot but think that that 
* part which 1s Baptized ought to be naked, 
« that the Water may immediatelv fall upon 
& that place, or elſe ſomething elſe muſt be 
« Baptized primarily, and the Fleſh only ſecon- 
« darily and by Conſequence. 

« And this, ſays he, is the Reaſon why we 
© only pour Water on the Face, becauſe it is 
« the moſt Principal part, wherein the Image 
« of God moſt appears, and rhe Soul ſhines forth 
« moſt Eminently ; on which all the workings 
« of Mens humours and afteCtions leave the moſt 
« viſible impreſſion and ſymptoms ; and it's Ob- 
« fervable that the ſame word in Greek ( eg- 
&« (Tov ) ſignifies both the Face and the Perfon, 
&« becaufe the whole Perſon is repreſented by the 
« Face; and thus we Baptize the Perſon in Bap- 
« tizing his Face, which we can look on and 
« waſh Naked, and not be aſhamed. So that 
worthy Author Concludes his 15 Chapter of 
the abovemention'd Book. 

And gow, Sir, I come to your Laſt and 
Grand Argument,with which you make ſo much 
Noiſe and Cry, and in which you do really 
Boaſt and Triumph ; with what Heat and Bra- 

very | 
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. we read that John was Baptizing in Enon, near! 


- 


very do you repeat it to be Demonſtration, pers} 
felt Demon ſtration, that John Baptiz'd by Dip. 
pins, and why, Sir, I pray 2 Why, fay you, don't" 


Salem, becauſe there was much Water there? Well,” 
and what then? You add that the much Water * 
there , does certainly imply, that all that John 
Baptized in that Water were certainly Dipp'd; : 
Very | : and before I Anſwer you as to this, 
I muſt here rejoyce with you a little, that your 
Stomach till ſerves to ſwallow Conſequences, 
yea, and very luſty ones too. 

But now, Good Sir, This your high and 
mighty Argument, ſo Confidently and Hotly 
propos'd, is by no means to be Faintly and Cold- * 
ly Anſwer'd, but I muſt &en force my ſelf to 
= ona little warmth too, and be bold to Chal 
enge all our Learned Adverfaries to contradiCt 3 
me whilſt I fay that the Original words in that 
Text Signifie, That John was Baptizing in Enon Þ 
near Salem becauſe there were many Waters there, 
So that we muſt underſtand the much Water in 
our Expliſh Bibles in no other Senſe than as it. 
may be underſtood by the Many Waters, (5am * 
Tora ) which are the Original words. | 

And now you, Sir, with have not always 
livd within the ſmell of your own Chimney, 
you know that 1n ſome Hzl-Conntries there are : 
Multitudes of Springs, and we may therefore * 
ſay many Waters, and = not Water enough 

in *7 
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in any oneof theſe Springs for a Mantobe Dzpt in. 
& And the Truth of this buſineſs ſeems to be 
»this, John was The Voice of one crying in the 
Wilderneſs, and he might have been in many 
parts of the Wilderneſs; where, had he want- 
| ed but a drop of Water, he muſt have travel- 
led above Ten or Twenty Miles before he cow'd 
have foundit : but he would not continue in any 
ſuch place becauſe of the Multitudes that daily 
, throng'd to him to be Baptized of him ; No, but 
He ftay'd near Salem where there were wany Springs 
or Waters, becauſe fo long as he was therea- 
bouts he had always Water at hand to Baptize 
the People that flockt to him for that End, 
" For there were ( v$a&ms mma) many Waters there. 
t Andthis (I fay) may ſeem to be the True 
> Account. of this Paſſage: and now if you can 
= find any thing in it to prove that John Baptized 
by Dzpping, pray let me hear it in your next 
& Letter, and you ſhall then know more of my 
+ mind. 
In the mean time, having thus given you 
my Anſwers toall your Objections which I have 
- as - go heard from you, I ſhall here take leave to 
; reſt awhile, till you may be pleas'd to ſhape 
> out ſome more work for, 
4 Mr, 

June 19. Tour obedient and humble Servant, 


F. 1698. T. H. 
LE T- 


LETTER IV. ? 


SIR, : 


T the very firſt ſight of yours, I preſently 
conjectur'd what ſort of Task you were* 
ſetting me; and I am very glad to find that you 
are grown a little cooler, and that your heat a- 
ainſt our Mode of Baptizing is ſomewhat as 
ated; for you ſay very well, that if we can 
prove Infant-Baptiſm, the very Weakneſs and 
Tenderneſs of the poor Babes themfclves will : 

be ſome Plea for Mercy, rather than Sacrifice ; 

Nay, and you fay that I»fant-Baptiſm once prov'd 
would put an end to the whole Controverſie, * 
and there would be no further need of Quareb . 
ling about Dippins or Sprinkling, becauſe you © 
are well afſur'd that we will not even in the 
Caſe of Infant-Baptiſm refuſe to Baptize by Dips 
ping, if it be required, and certified that the? 
Child may well endure it. 4 
And therefore you are pleaſed to ſay, that you? 

are ſorry for your beginning at the wrong end 
of the Controverſie, or rather where there isno * 

occa(ion for any Controverſie at all: And now 
you ask leave (which Good Sir, you may freely? 
take) to call upon me for my Proofs of Infants" 
Baptiſm ; and tor my Anſwers to your ObyeCtis 3 
. D 2 ons, © 


- 


_— 


Fons, which you have been taught to make a- 


gainlt it, * 


Dear Sir, I doubt not but you have Read at 
Heaſt ſome of the many Books which have been 
= Written upon this Subject, by the very Learn- 
ed Biſhop Taylor, Dr. Hammond, Dr. Featly, Dr. 
| Towerſon, The Author of the Caſe of Infant- 
E Baptiſm, Mr, Walker, Mr. Baxter, Mr. Horn, 


© Mr. Sydezham, and others; and I cannot forbear 


} telling you that 'tis an Argument of fomething 
* which I will not Name, that our Adverſaries 


Objettions ſhowd be ſo often Printed and Re- 
printed, as it there had never been one Syllable 


- faid in Anſwer to them; whereas I will here 


"take to 


venture to ſay unto you, that no one can ſhew 


you any one Objection in any of our Adverſaries 


Books _ Infant-Baptiſm, but T will under- 


ew you enough to Anſwer it in ſome 


One or more of the Books which I can produce 


in the Defence of it. 
And you muſt not, Sir, expe& any new Dif- 


k coveries in this Caſe from me; all that I can 


aim at is but to ſpeak plainer than ſome others 


%, 


= have = and this indeed is all that you ſeem 


to defire from me; for you want a little light, 
you fay, being ſomething in the dark as to this 
matter, becaule of the ſilence of the Scriptures, 


*.1n which you can no where find, either that a- 
= ny Infants were Baptiz'd, or Commanded to be 


ptiz'c. 


* Sir, . 
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Sir, In very few words, you have open'd a * 
wide Field of Diſcourſe, and I think that the* 
Caſe of Infant-Baptiſm may be pretty throughly-: 
Scann'd and Cagvas'd by Conlidering your Ob- 
jection, which I ſhall divide into theſe two : 
Parts. 

Firſt, Tou find not in Scripture that any Infants 
were Baptiz/d. : 

econdly, Neither do you there find that any 
Infants were Commanded to be Baptiz/d. ; 

To both which Parts of your ObjeCtion IT. 
ſhall endeavour to return you a very plain and 
full Anſwer. 

Firſt, You Object and fay, That you find not 
in Scripture that any Infants were Baptized. , 

And here you take occaſion to tell me what: 
a Triumphant noiſe the Forty Texts in your lit-# 
, Book have made; *I'is the Common Boalt a»: 
mong ſome Folk, you fay, that there is not Oze? 
Text in Scripture to Countenance Infant-Bap-" 
tiſm, but Forty that are Point-Blank againit it ; ? 
I ſuppoſe they mean if the Author of your little: 
Book ſpeaks the "Truth in this Matter. | 

But wherher he has done ſo or no, I ſhall} 
have occaſion before I have done, {till farther to 
Conſider: For as faſt as anv of his Forty Texts 
come in my way, I ſhall not be afraid to enquire 3 
into the meaning of them. | 

Nay, but the greateſt Strength of that Book: 
is ſpent againſtour Mode of Baptizing by Sprizk-: 
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ling. Your Author has a Throw at this where- 
| ever he meets with the Word Baptize, and 
| takes it for granted all along, That to Baptize 
" ſignifies always to Dip, which I think has ome 
| ſufficiently difprov*d; and therefore if all that 
* he has ſaid and repeated again and again to this 
purpoſe in his little Book was taken out, his For- 
 & Texts wou'd dwindle 1ntoa far leſs number, 
and there wou'd not bemany of them left ſtand- 
ing againſt Infant-Baptiſm. 

Well, but in Anſwer to the firſt part of your 
ObjeCftion, That you no where find in Scriprare, 
' that any Infants were Baptized. 

Firſt, Tl make an Impartial Enquiry, what 
I can find in Scripture to have been done in this 
Caſe of Baptizing by Chriſt, and by his Diſci- 
| ples in his Life-time, And, 
> Secondly, What I can find to have been 
” done by his Apoſtles after his Aſcenſion into 
;” Heaven, 


I, We have no very large account in the New 
Teſtament of Chriſt's or of his Diſciples Bapti- 
- 2#ng 1n his Life-time; not one word more than 
E what you may fee in theſe few Texts, John 3. 
= 22, 26. John 4.1.2. 
" The Firſt of which Texts ſays, that Jeſus 


* Baptized, but ſays not whom ; not a Syllable to 
* exclude Infants, Johr 3. 22, | 


The 
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The Second Text fays, that Jeſus Baptizeds 
and all Men came to him, John 3.26. But here, ? 
Sir, that our Exgliſh Tranſlation may not lead 
you intoa miſtake, I muſt inform you, that there * 

1s no particular word in the Original that fig- 
nifies Men only; but the Greek word is Tales, | 

Teſus Baptized, and (ravms) all came to him : All 
without Except:on. | 
And here I will do ſo much Right to the Au- 3 
thor of your little Book, as to ſuppoſe he had 
oblery'd this to be the ſenſe of the Original 
words in this Text, and therefore he paſſes it o- : 
ver, as rather making for than againſt Infaxt- 4 
Baptiſm; He does not, Hay, mention this amongſt? 
the Forty Texts in his Book, becauſe he knew 
the Greek Word here Tranſlated Al! Mex fignis 
hes as well Al Children, evenall without Exce 
tion, All of all Ages. 
I proce. d therefore to the Thirdand Laſt Text 
which fays, That Jeſus made and Baptized mores 
Diſcivles than Joha, (tho) Jeſus himſelf Baptized 
not, bat his Diſciples) John 4. 1, 2. And herg! 
the Author of your little Book wou'd tain ga»? 
ther from the word D#ſciples, that no Children 
were Baptiz'd, but all that he fay's is ground-: 
ed upon a Groſs Miſtake, which ſuppotes them ? 
to have been Diſciples before Baptiſm, whereas! 
the Text ſays plainly, That they were made and 
Baptized __ That is, they were by Bap- 
tiſm made Diſciples,and accordingly that Bapriſne 
D 4 is 
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is the only ordinary way of making Diſciples 

* I ſhall take occaſion ane ana, Fa. to 
{ prove to you. ; 

And thus I have particularly and Impartial- 
: Iy Confider'd thoſe few Texts (which yet are 
* all we find in Scripture) which ſpeak of Chri/t's 
- or of his Diſciples Baptizing during his Life-time ; 

E and the Sum of them is this, That Jeſus's Diſ- 

Ciples Baptized, and made by Baptizing them, 
} more Diſciples than John. The Words are not 

. They were Baptized all that Believed, or all that 

Repented; Nay, nor all Men only, but all in 

*, general, not a Child of Man excepted: And 
© Now, Sir, whether the Scripture be thus far a- 
» gainſt, or for Infant-Beptiſm, judge you. 

* And here I willadd one thing more, which 

E wou'd be a great Satisfaction to my own mind 
+1n this Caſe of Baptizing Izfants, tho? there was 
nothing more to be ſaid for it. 

Know then, Sir, and I tell it you from un- 

doubted Authority, that Cluldren were Bapti- 

"zed as well as Circumciſed in the Jewiſh Church 

Jong before our Saviour's Coming in the 
"Fleſh. 

- «The Jews report, ſays Dr. Taylor, That the 

> £ World took up the Doctrine of Baptiſms in Re- 

* © membrance that the Iniquity of the Old World 

#.was purged by Water. Great Exemp. P. 175. 

* And indeed Noah and his Families being fa- 

ved by paſſing through the Waters of the Flood 

| mn 


(41) 
in the Ark, did Typifie and Pre-figure our being 
ſaved by paſſing t (ar the Waters of Baptiſm in 
the 4rk of the Church, for ſo St. Peter, In the Ark 
(fays he) were Eight Souls faved by Water. The like 
Figure whereunto even Baptiſm doth alſo now ſave | 
us, 1 Pet. 3.20, 21. 4 
And as for that Infant-Baptiſm which was pra-® 
Aiſed of Old in the Jewiſh Church, ?tis by their * 
'own beſt Writers made as Ancient as Moſes, and * 
« deduc*d by them (ſays Dr. Towerſon) from that 
* Command of God whereby Moſes was Enjoyn- 
« ed to Santife the Iſraelites, and cauſe them to - 
* waſh their Cloaths againſt that time that God 2} 
& declared from Mount Si24z, That Legal Cove- } 
* nant which they were then to enter into. Dr. * 
Tower/on of the Sacrament of Bapr, Pag. 13. 
Andthe Apoſtle himſelf, tells us, of theſe 1/ra- 
elites, "That they were all Baptized into Moſes in the © 
Cloud, ard in the Sea, 1 Cor. 10.2, They were all, 
Men, Women, and Children, fo Baprized, 
And you know, Good Sir, that when God % 
did ſafely lead theſe Children of 1/rael, thro? the 
Rea-Sea, he thereby figuged his Holy Baptiſm. % 
* And therefore as they, Men, Women and 4 
* Children, were Baptized into Moſes by the * 
* Cloud above, and the Sea beneath, ſo (fays? 
* Pr. Taylor) are all Perſons now, Men, W o-* 
* men and Children ro be Baptized into Chriſt 
* by the Spirit from above, and the Water be- 
* low; and the ſame Excellent Author moft- 
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truly adds, That it was the deſign of the A- 
- © poſtle in that Diſcourſe, 1 Cor. 10. To repre- 
* « ſent that the Fathers and We were equal as 
© to the Privileges of the Covenant, and that 
«25 wedo not exceed them, ſo neither do they 
** exceed us, nor their Children ours. Great 
' Exemp. Pag. 176. 
* And in ſhort, When our Saviour firſt In- 
* ftitnted his Baptiſm amongſt that very People 
who had then ſuch an Ancient Cuſtom to Bap- 
tize Infants, had he made any Exception a- 
ainſt that their Cuſtom; had he excluded 
Teh Babes from his Baptiſm as they admitted 
to theirs, we ſhou!id certainly have heard fome- 
thing of 1t. | 

I am ure that their Infant-Circumciſion was 
not laid aſide without great Notle and Struggle, 

- and therefore thattheir Iyfant-Baptiſm ſhould be 
-fo caſily quitted withour fo much as one word 
F ſaid either for or againit it, 15 what, I profeſs to 
E you, I cannox eaſily believe. ; 

E '; . Nay, but I am hereby very much con- 

& frm'd m my Belicf that Infants were as well 

-:-admitted to our Lord's Baptiſm when he Bap- 

E” tized in Jrdea, as they then were and for a 
long time betorc had been Baptized in the Jew- 
iſþ-Charch. 

And thus, Sir, I have Briefly ſhewn you 
what was done by our Lord and by his Diſct- 
ples in his Life-ume, in this Caſe of Baptizing., 
And, I, 
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IT. I will (God willing) enquire again what 
we find in Scripture to have been done 1n this 
Caſe by the Apoſtles after our Lord's Aſcenſt- 
ON, | 
But of this in my next, which ſhall be haſten- ? 
ed from, 


Str, 
June 26, 
1698. Tour &c. 
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LEI I ER V. 


SIR, 


Proceed to enquire what I can find in Scri= . ! 
pture to have been done in the Caſe of - 
*Baptizing by our Lord's "Apoſtles after his Af» * 
cenlion into Heaven. 7 
Now the firſt that we read of to have beenBap- 
tiz'd by them were the Three thouſand Converts, | 
As 2. 41. But that none of theſe were Children 
is inoſt confidently affirm'd, becauſe *tis there 
faid of them that they gladly receiv?d the Word, 
| &Co 
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* &c. which indeed is a very plauſible way of 
a Arguing ; but yet *ris a very 1]l way, and not 
allow'd of in our Interpretations of ſuch 
| Scripture-Paſſages. + 
} . For there is nothing more common than for. 
- the Scripture to ſpeak of Children together 
- with adult Perſons, and yet to add fuch things 
- as the Children will not be thought capable ot : 
As for Example. 
| St. Paul ſpeaks of Infants as well as of Men 
and Women, when he aſſures us, that We mu#t all 
L appear before the JTudgment-Seat of Chriit , and 
* every one of us recerve for the good or evil done in our 
* bodies; 1 fay, St. Paul ſpeaks of Infants a- 
* mong the reſt, tho? one half of what he there 
ſpeaks, cannot be underſtood of them, namely, 
That they ſhall receive for the good or evil done 
* 2p their bodtes, Who nevet liv in their Bodies 
| to do either Good or Evil. _ 
* . Sir, youargue, that none of the Three thou- 
ſand baptiz'd, As 2. were Children, becauſe 
| *tis faid of them, That they gladly received the 
, -word, and continued ſteadfaſtly in the Apoſtles do- 
* &rine, Which are things that Children could 


" not do. 


' Andjuſtatthe ſamerate it may beargu'd, That 
- no Infants ſhall appear at thelaſt Day before the 
* Tudgment-Seat of Chriſt, becauſe *tis faid of 
them that ſhall then and there appear, that zhey 
mnt receive for the good or evil done in —_— 
tes 
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dies ;.Which are things that Infants could not : 


do. 
And again, I have not the leaſt doubt but 
there will be Children and Infants at the Laſt 
Day, placed among the Bleſſed Saints at the 
Right-hand of the Judge, and yet I know what 
the Judge will then fay to thoſe on his Right- 
hand, 1 was an hunored, and ye gave me meat, YC. 
But now, as you are pleas'd to reaſon the _ 
Caſe, That there were no Children among the 
Three thouſand baptized, As 2. becauſe fuch - 
things are immediately added to have been done 
by them, as no Children could poſhbly do, +; 
viz, That they continuwd ſtedfaſtly in the Apo- © 
#les Doftrine, &c. juſt after the ſame manner ; 
it may be reaſon'd, That there ſhall be no In- 
fants among the Saints at the Right-hand' of the 
Judgeat the Laſt Day, becauſe ſuch things will 
immediately be added to have been done by them 
as no Infants could. poſſibly do, viz. I was an 
hungred, and ye pave me meat, NC. , 
But, good Sir, Infants will certainly make up ' 
a great part of the Bleſſed Train at the Right- 
hand of the Judge, though the Judge cannot 
| {ay to them, 1 was an hungred, and ye gave me 
Meat : And fo there might be many Infants * 
among the Three thouſand that were baptized, * 
tho? it cannot be faid of them that they conts- 
nucd fteafaſlly in the Apoſtles dottrine. k 
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+ - For fo you mes ſee that Infants may be 
| ſpoken of together with adult Perſons, though 
* ſome things may be added which the Infant- 
* part of the Company are no ways capable of. 
' And accordingly that there were Infants or 
Children among the Three thouſand baptized, as 
aforeſaid, we have yet this further Reaſon to 
convince us ; becauſe when they were there 
perſwaded to be baptized with this Promiſe of 
> having the Holy Ghoſt given them, *tis expreſly 
added, The promiſe u to you and to your Chilaren, 
Atts 2.38, 39. But of this more largely before 1 
havedone 
I proceed therefore to the next that we read 
-. of to have been baptized ; and They were the 
| Samaritans, baptized by St. Philip, Ads 8.12, 
* and there indeed it is faid, that 7 hey were bapti- 
zed both Men and Women ; and therefore ſurely, 
 fay you, had any Children been then baptized, 
| it would have been added, That they were 
> baptized Men, Women, and Children. No, 
Dear Sir, there was no need of any ſuch Addi- 
® tion; for conſider, I beſeech you, the Scripture- 
, way of ſpeaking ; Even all Apes of both Sexes, 
- Children and Infants together with the Elder 
& Sort are expreſs'd in Scripture by Mex and Wo- 
EF men, as Mr. Horn has particularly noted in Jo- 
+ ſbaa 8. 25, 26. and TJadges 9g. 49, 51. which 
Texts you may confult at your Leiſure, and 
I will take leave to go on. "y 
| 1E 
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- The next we meet with in the As of the * 
Apoſtles, to have been baptized, was the Ez- | 
auch, baptized by St. Philip, As 8. 38. and 
fiom their going down to the Water, 1s there 
a great Ohjettion rais'd againſt our Mode of 
Baptizing by Sprinkling, or Pouring on Water ; 
| but this I have already anfwer'd. 

In the next Chapter was St. Paul baptized 
by Azanias, and I think he was baptized in 
the Houſe of Jadas ; and you will not, I hope, 
from hence conclude that he alſo was Dip. 

In the next Chapter again we find St. Peter 
commanding Correlizus and them that were 
with him to be baptized ; but pray, Sir, Ob- 
ſerve the Reaſon, Cax any mar forbid water that * 
theſe ſhould not be baptized, who have received the © 
Holy Ghoſt as well as we? Atts 10. 47, 48. And * 
may it not as well be arguwd, Can any man forbid 
Water that Children ſhewd not be Baptized, who 7 
recetve the Holy Ghoſt as well as we? But of this } 
more hereafter, | * 

In the next place we read that Lydia was Bap- * 
tized and her Houſhold, Aits, 16. 14,15. Where * 
I obſerve, that whatever qualihcations are men- 4 
tion'd to have given Lyd:a a right to Baptiſm, 
yet we read not any thing of any of her ' 
Houſho!d, but that they were Baptized; Nay, : 
and after their Baptiſm fays Ly#z to the Apo» 4 
[tles, If ye have Judzed Me faithful to the Lord, © 
&c. She ſays not, it ye have Judged Us faithfull, * 


but © 
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- but only Ms which implies (according to our 
> Adverſaries beſt way of reaſoning) That only 
\ Lyaia, and that none '0t the reſt were Believers, 
So that thus far I am ſure here is nothing againſt 
Infants being a part of her Family. But, 
* Sir, I muſt admire the Author of your little 
' Book, and the profound diſcoveries he has made 
* 1n his Notes upon this Text to convince vs, that 
- Lyaia had no Kkusband, and Conſequently no 
- Children. Bur this wou'd not follow, unleſs 
he couw'd prove her to have been no Widow 


neither; and therefore by dint of mighty Argu- 


ment he*ll make us farther know that ſhe was no 
þ Widow. And I mult not conceal his All-con- 
© vincing Reaſon, which is this, She couw'd be no 
* Widow, becauſe ſhe is called a Woman, where- 
as Widows 1n Scripture are called Widows, as 
the Widow of Sarepta, &c.A moſt wonderful Ar- 
| gument indeed ! But, Sir, When I think on't a- 
-. gain, The wonder ceaſes, becauſe I find the 
+ Very Widow of Sarepta calPd a Woman, 1 Kzng. 
*- 17.17, 24. Yea, I find in Scripture one calPd a 


= . Woman, who had been ſeven times a Widow ; 


” for after ſhe had Buried no fewer than Seven Huſ- 
> bands, *tis expreſly ſaid, That /aft of all Died the 
| Womanalſo. Sir, 1 ſhould have delpis'd to take 
> Notice of ſuch Childiſh Reaſonings as theſe, had 

+ I not obſerv'd with what confidence they are 
; writtento impoſe upon Vulgar Underſtandings. 


: In 
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In the 33d verſe of the ſame Chapter we read”. 
of the Jaylor that he was Baptized and all his, The 
Original words are & aur9 ravles, and fignthe 
all that were of him,or in other words his Off-/pring.. © 
But *tis obje&ted that they were not Children, 
becauſe *tis imply*d in the next verſe that they 
were all Believers and rejoyced, The Faylor res 
joyced believing in God with all his Houſe. Towhich | 
Mr. Horn has anſwer'd that the Original words 
may be interpreted as ſpeaking of none but the 
Jaylor himſelf, and may ſignifie Word for Word 
that he rejoyced Houſe-wholly (Taye!) he ha- * 
ving believed in God. He rejoyced Houſe-wholly 
that is, upon the Account of his whole Houle 
that all were Baptized as wel] as himſelf, And 
certainly his thus rejoycing upon the account of 
his Houſe may perſwade us that there were ſome 
in it that were very near and dear to him, and 
Theſe undoubtedly were (the « aus) his Offs 
ſpring or Children Baptized with himſelf. See 
Mr. Horns Cauſe of Infants, %c. p. 58. .-v 
Again, As, 18. 8. We find Pa. Corinthis | 
ans Baptized, and Ads 19. 3, 5. Tis faid of | 
ſome who had been Baptized unto Johz's Ba 
tiſms, that they were Baptized in the Name of the |} 
Lord Jeſus. And theſe laſt indeed were about 
Twelve Men, but that all the Corinthians were ? 
Men and noChildren will not fo eafily be prov*'d: * 
"Tis true tis faid that they heard and believed, and 
yet there might be Children among them for all * 
| E 


that, 
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that, as I have juſt now ſhewn, there will be In- 
' fants in the happy number at the Right-hand of 
* the Judge when it ſhall be ſaid to them, I was ar 
| banzred ana ye gave me Meat, Tho? Infants, I fay, 
{ cou'd not do this, yet this will be faid of the 

whole Blefled number whereof Infants will be 
a part. 

And {o the Scripture very frequently aſcribes 
- ſuchthings to Companies, as are not within the 
; power of Children to do, 2nd yet thoſe very 
Companies may conſiſt of Children as well as of 
Elder People. 

All Jadah ſtood before the Lord with their 
little Ones , their Wives and their Children, 
when Jahazzel {aid to them that they ſhowd do, 
yea and *tis alſo faid that they did much greater 
things than cou'd be aftirm'd of Children, 
2 Chron. 20; 13, 14, 15, 16, &Cc. 

And thus, I fay again, that Children may be 
in a Company even tho' {ſuch things are faid to 
be done by that Company as the Children in it 
are not capable of doing. 
| Laftly, St. Paul tells his Corinthians that he 
+ Baptized none of them but Criſpus and Gaius and 
* the Houſhold of Stephanas, 1 Cor. 1. 14, 16. 

And here I will obſerve that of all the Houſe- 
holds that we find to have been Baptiz'd, there 
- 15 not the leaſt exception as to Infants or Babes, 
nor can I believe them to have been all Barren 
and Childleſs Families, becauſe there's _ the 
eall 
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leaſt Syllable or Circumſtance denoting any ſuch 
thing. . 

I know tis faid, that there were no Children 
in this Houſhold Baptized by St. Pau/, becauſe 
no Children are mention'd ; and may not I as 
well ay, that here was no Faith,no Repentance, 
nor any ſuch thing as ſome contend for to qua- 
lifie for Baptiſm? viz, Becauſe here 1s no mentl- 
on mide of any ſuch thing; and again, for the 
ſame reaſon that ſomedeny there were Children, 
another may deny that there were Servants, and 
another, that there were any Relations, and all 
by the fame Rule, and for the ſame reaſon ſtill, 
and fo at length, at this rate of Denying any 
Children to have been in it, may the Houſhold 
of Stephanas be deny*d intoan Houſhold of mere 
No-Bodies. 

And this, Sir, is all that I find in theNew Te- 
itament to have been praQtis'd by the Apoſtles in 
this Caſe of Baptizing after our Lord's Aſcenſi- 
on into Heaven; and in fo ſhort an account as 
this is, we have as clear hints of their Baptizing 
Children as can well be expected. For, 

You, Sir, may venture to aſlure your ſelf, that 
the Scripture has acquainted us but with little, 
very little in Compariſon of what wasreally done 
by the Apoſtles in this Caſe, even by thole very 
Apoltles whohad receiv*d the Command to Bap- 
tize all Nations; Nay, but as St. Johz tells us, 
that over and above the Scripture-accounts there 

E 2 are 
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- are many other things that Jeſs did, fo I will 

* add that there were many other things which 

| his Apoſtles did, which if they ſhould be writ- 
ten every one, 1 ſuppoſe that even the World it 

ſelf could not contam the Books that ſhould be 

F written, John 21, 25. 

As 1n this particular caſe of Baptizing, we do 
not in all the New Teſtament find the Hun- 
dredth part of what the Apoſtles did ; fo that if 
we mult believe no more in this matter, than 
what the Scriptures tell us of the AQts of the A- 
poſtles, we muſt believe but very little, and not 
a word of above two thirds of theſe Apoſtles ; 
not a ſyllable of St. Anarew, or St. Thomas, or 
St. Simon, or St. Jude, or St. James, or St. Bar- 
tholomew, or St. Matthias, or St. Matthew, for of 
their, or ofany of their going out into the world 
to Baptize we mulſt not ſpeak a word,it we muſt 
ſay nothing but what we can quote Chapter and 
Verſe for. ' 

And yet, Sir, Notwithſtanding this profound 
Silence of Scripture, I verily believe that no Man 
who has read Books can doubt but a credible 
account has been, and may be given of the Tra- 
vels of theſe Apoſtles, and of the Nations Diſ- 
 cipPd and Baptized by them. The ancient Wri- 
+ . ters have ſome of them been pretty punctual in 
theſe matters, and in the Hiſtories of all Coun- 
treys 'tis ſeldom or never omitted by what Apo- 
ſtle, or by whom the Chriſtian Religion was 
firſt planted among them.  _ 
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Andunleſs all theſeHiſtorians who agree in theſe ' 
matters can be ſuppos'd to have laid their Heads 
together (tho? as far diſtant from one another as 
the Eaſt is from the Weſt) yet, I fay, unleſs they 
can be ſuppos'd to have laid theirHeads together, 
to Cheat and Impoſe upon the World, we have 
no reaſon to disbelieve their reports ; But then, 
Sir, I add, that we have noreaſon to disbelieve 
Infant-Baptiſm, for we have the very fame Hi- 
ſtories, and the very ſame Authors bearing wit- 
neſs to this, who bear witneſs to the other mat- 
rers. | 

For Inſtance, *tis generally agreed among 
Writers, that Chriſtianity was firſt planted in ' 
the Eaſtern Indies by St. Thomas, and *tis ver 
well known that the Chriſtians there are to this 
day calPd St. Thomas-Chriſtians, and *tis altoge- | 
ther as well known that they do (as they have 
always done) praCtiſe Infant-Baptiſm. 

' T cou'd trace the other Apoſtles into the ma- - 
ny Cities and Nations, whither they ſeverally 
went Diſcipling and Baptizing, andevery-where : 
find Infant-Baptiſm receiv'd and continw'd as an”? 
Apoſtolical = ice, ButT']l not lead you too 
far into theſe Hiſtorical accounts, which yet we 
muſt be oblig*d to, or elſe we ſhall know but 
very little ot the AQts of the greateſt part of” 
the Apoſtles, for what they did, into what Ci-; 
ties and Nations they TravePd, what _— 1 

E 3 they 
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© they made, whom they Baptiz'd is not written 
| 1n Scripture. 

* But now, Sir, ſuppoſe ſome wild T __ or 
| — in purſuance of their Miſchievous deſign 
+ todiſcredit theApoſtles,ſhould come and tell - 

that the greateſt part of them, were a pack of 

Lazy Drones ; who, though they were under the 
obligation of a Command to Diſciple and Bap- 
- tize all Nations, yet never mov*d a Foot upon 
+ that great Errand, did not the leaſt Hand's-turn 
} 1nall that weighty Buſineſs ; pray, Good Sir, what 
Anſwer would you make ? How would you vin- 
dicate the Apoſtles from ſo black a charge ? I am 
# ſure that all Scripture-Evidence would here fail 
you; you could not quote Scripture in the de- 
fence of one half of them ; but how then would 
- you ſtopthe Mouths of their Accufers? Why, 
Sir, You muſt be beholden to juſt the evidence 
we have for Infant-Baptiſm's being prattisd by 
* the Apoſtles; for by all the Authority whereby 
* youcould ſilence their Accuſers, and prove to 'em 
> the Apoſtles Travels, and the Converſions that 
+ they every where made all the wide World over, 

- even by all that Authority, I fay, do we prove 

* Infants to have been Baptized by them, 

And further, ſuppoſe an Atheiſt ſhould fly 
in the face of our Bleſſed Saviour himſelf, and 
Blaſphemouſly tell you that he was a falſe Pro- 
| phet, who pretended to foretell ſuch things con- 
- cerning the DeſtruQtion of the Jewiſh _ 
an 
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and State as never came to paſs, though he poſir | 
tively propheſy'd that "That very Gemeration 
ſhould not paſs away till all theſe ſbould be fulfill *d.Sup» 
poſe,I fay,an Athezit ſhould fay thus, Good Sir, I 
muſt beſeech you to tell me what you would an- 
ſwer,or how you would clear our bleſſedLord and 
Saviour from the foul Aſperſion, you could not in 
this caſe have any help from Scripture ; No, but 
| you would be forc'd to appeal to the Hiſtorians 
| of that and of the following Ages, and particular» * 
ly to that moſt admirable Hiſtorian, Joſephs, to 
ſhew how theſe Predi&tions and Prophecies of 
our Saviour were accompliſh'd, and moſt won- 
derfully and punctually FalGIPA about forty Years 
after our Saviour's Crucifixion, Well, Sir, and 
we have altogether as good evidence 1n the firlt * 
Writers of the Chriſtian Church for Infant-Bap- | 
tiſm, as we have for the Accompliſhment of our 
Saviour's Prophecies; and as you muſt prove our * 
Saviour to have been a true Prophet 1n that Caſe, 
even fo do we prove Infants to have been Baptis * 
zed in the Apoſtolical Ages, 

Once more, ſome deny that the Apoſtles Bap- ? 
tiz'd any Infants, and ſuppoſe a Quaker (who : 
is againſt all Water-Baptiſm) ſhould deny that 
they Baptiz'd either Men or.Women, I know 
you would fay that we have ſufficient Proof of 
this in the As of the Apoſtles, Oh, but, Sir, 
You need not be told that theſe Quakers (many 
of. them) are a fort of unmannerly fellows, that ; 
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; _—_ and diſparage the very Scriptures 
themſelves, and perhaps they'll ack youz Who 
- writ that Book in the New Teſtament calPd 
The ts f the Apoſtles? Of what Authority is 
it? Was the Author of it an Inſpir'd Writer? 
and what can you ſay, why we are bound tobe- 
| Jeve what we find Written therein more than 
+ In any other Old Book? And now, pray, Sir, 
| ſhoulda nerrange. 7 thus put you to't to prove 
' the Authority of the As of the Apoſtles, how 
wou'd you do it? Truly you muit anſwer, 
that we have the whole Primitive Church bea- 
ring witneſs to it, that it was written by an In- 
ſpiredAuthor, viz.bySt. Luke,and that it has ever 
| been receiv'd as Canonical Scripture through- 


out the Univerſal Church of Chriſt, diſperſed 


* over the face of the whole Earth. And this 
* indeed is ſufficient evidence to a Wiſe-Man, 
* But chen we have the very ſame evidence for In- 
| fant-Baptiſm's being an Apoſtolical praQtice; we 
| have the Univer] Church of Chriſt - bearing 
| Witneſs thereto in all places, yea, and at all 
* times, for the firſt fifteen Hundred Years after 
Chriſt, without exception. 

Sir, that Infant-Baptiſm was the Univerſal 
| Practice of the Holy Catholick Church, and that 
| No time can be ſhewed on this {ide the Apoſtles 

when it began, is ſo manifeſtly and clearly 
| prov'd from the beſt and moſt Authentick Wri- 
ters of all Ages, that ſome of our learned*ſt Ad- 

yerſarics 
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verſaries have had more Conſcience than to de- ? 
ny it, | 
"7 One of the moſt -Learned of the * 
Anabaptiſts, (as the Author of the Caſe of In- 
fant-Baptiſm tells us from Caſſander) acknow- | 
ledg'd Infant-Baptiſm to be as Old as the Times 
of the Apoſtles, and therefore he was forc'd in 
the defence of his cauſe to invent the Story, - 
That though Infant-Baptiſm was firſt taught 1n * 
the Apoſtles Times, yet that it was then taught * 
by falſe Apoſtles, and falſe Teachers ; which * 
proof-leſs Story is Learnedly and largely anſwer'd } 
by the I of the Caſe of Infant-Baptiſm, 
Pag. 47, 40, 49, 50. ; 

welt our is Dr. Falkner has theſe 
Words © The Chriſtian Church, in the firſt A-" 
«* ges thereof, and in a Continued Succeſſion * 
* trom thence to this time, hath admitted In- 
* fants to be Baptized, and thought it ſelf bound 
*{o to do. And this he proves by ſeveral plain 
Teſtimonies our of St. Auſtin, St, Cyprian, Origen, * 
and from the famous African Council, and con- 
cludes that divers other Fathers and Councils ! 
might be added, © to manifeſt the Univerſal 
* Reception of Infant-Baptiſm in the Catholick 
* Church. But this, faith he, having been clear- 
* ly and ſufficiently evidenc*d by the Hiſtorical 
* Theſes of Voſſizs upon this SubjeCt of Pedobap- 
* tz/m, I ſhall refer him thither who wou'd have 
* mare Jarge and ample Proof hereof, Treatiſe 
COncer= 
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concerning ge; &c, pages 285. 286, 
' And now, Good Sir, have patience with me 
- till T ſhall briefly ſumm up what I have faid in 
* this long Letter, and IT will conclude. 

I have ſhewn you how little we read in Scrip- 
ture of what The Apoſtles did in this Caſe of 
Baptizing, after they had receiv*d the Command 
- to Baptize all Nations, and likewiſe what clear 
| hints we have even in that little of their Bapti- 
+ 2ng Infants; but then I have added, that as we 
fin larger accounts of the Apoſtles Travels and 
| of the Nations Converted by them in the primi- 
© mitive Writers, fo, that from the fame Wri- 
ters we are more fully aflurd tliat Infant-Bap- 
* tiſm was an Apoſtolical Practice. 

F And you, Sir, I hope will not beſo vain as 
| to deſpiſe this Evidence, without which you 
- can never prove that the greateſt part of the 
* Apoſtles Baptiz'd either Man, Woman, or 
- Child. Without which you cannot prove to an 
| Atheiſt that our Saviour was a True Prophet, 
* Without which you cannot prove to a Sullen 
| Quaker the Authority of that very Book (in 
- which we have ſo may Proofs againſt them 
of Baptiſm in general,) viz. The Aits of the 
Apoſtles. 

* And thus I have enquired into the Apo- 
> ſtolical practice in this Caſe of Baprtizing [z- 
| fants, and, I thank God, that the more 1 have 

Enquir'd, 
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enquir'd, I have found the more and greater 
Satisfaction in the Caſe, 

In the next place I am to enquire what Au- 
thority they had for this prattice of theirs, *? 
that 1s, T am to enquire whether I can find in 
all the New Teſtament that Infant-Bapriſm 
was any where Taught or Commanded. But : 
I preſume you'll be Content to truſt me for this, 
till I may have a farther Opportunity, and in 
the mean while I am, 


vr, 


Jaly 2, 
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LETTER VI. 


Dear Sir, | 


, HE Second part of your great ObjeQi- 
I on againſt Infant-Baptiſm is this, Tou find 
| not in Scripture that any Infants were COMMAND- 
ED to be Baptized, 
Now to this I cou'd give you this ſhort An- 

fwer: When the Diſciples of Chriſt made and 
Baptized more Diſciples than Johz, John 4. 1, 2. 
Let any Man living tell me where the Com- 
{ mand 15 written in Scripture, which gave 
- thele Diſciples of our Lord Authority to Baptize 
* atthat time; and I will undertake to ſhew you, 
| that the very ſame Command oblig'd them to 
| Baptize Infants: This I do affirm, that they had 
then as much Command to Baptize Izfapts, as 
they had to Baptize either Mex or Women : And 
do you, Sir, make the tryal if you pleaſe. Go 
- and learn from Scripture where theſe Diſciples 
had any Command then to Baptize the Elder 
fort, and if you do not find the fame Command 
- "obliging them to Baptize Chzlarer allo, I do here 
| freely tell you that I dare yield you the Cauſe. 
| But togive a more particular Anſwer to this 
| (as I have done to the tormer) part of your Ob- 
| jeCtion, 

Firſt, 
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Firſt, T will enquire from Scripture whether 
Infant-Baptiſm was taught by our Saviour in his 
Life-time. | 
Secondly, Whether it was Taught or Com- 
manded by him after his Death and Refurre- 
Aion, before he Aſcended into Heaven, And, 

Thirdly, Whether it was taught by any of 
his Apoſtles after his Aſcenſion. | 


(1.) I will makeit my buſineſs at this time to * 
Enquire from Scripture whether Infant-Baptiſne 
was taught by our Saviour in his Life-time. 

Sir, The Saddacees cou'd not find in all the five : 
Books of Moſes ſo much as one ſingle Text | 
which taught the DodQtrin of a RefurreCtion, 
and therefore they Confidently deny*d the thing, 4 
and warmly diſputed it with our Bleſſed Lord ? 
and Saviour himſelf. And you may be pleasd 
to ſee how our Lord confuted and convinc'd 
them by a Text of Scripture which they had 
overlook*'d, Mark 12. 26. 4 

Have you not read, ſaid he, in the Book of Mo- 
ſes, how God ſpake unto him, Saying, I am the God 
of Abraham, the God of Iſaac, and the God of Ja-" 
cob? to which he added; But God is not the ; 
God of the Dead, but of the Living, And this? 
was our Saviour's Scripture-Proof of a Reſurs 
rection, and from theſe very words by juſt Reas 5 
ſonings and Conſequences did he make the - 
Truth of that great Doctrin appear to thoſe os 

S 


Cas} - 
| Sadducees themſelves, who had fo long and fo 
* ftifly _— It. | 

It muſt indeed be acknowledg'd, that it re- 

quir'd a Piercing Eye to find out a ReſurreQi- 
| on in theſe words, I am the God of Abraham, 8c, 
And yet fo it was: The Reſurrection was a 
Conſequence that our Lord Himſelf then drew 
> from them, and the Conſequence was acknow- 
ledged to be good "6 IS" and the Sad- 
eacees were wiſer than to Object againſt it. 
This Thaveobſav'd to let you ſee, that there 
F may be Scripture-Proof of a thing, tho? every Eye 

cannot diſcern it; and that tho? we cannot al- 
ways produce plain and expreſs words of Scrip- 
\ ture in the defence of a Doftrin, yet if we can 


- prove it by right and genuine Conſequence, we 


do as much as our Saviour himſelf did in the Caſe 
of a Reſurreftion; and TI hope that in good Man- 
| ners and Civility to our Great Lord, you will 
” allow ſuch Proof as he made uſe of to be good 
- and ſufficient. But further, 

There were a ſort of Hereticks of Old call'd 
Macedonians, (and a ſpawn ofthem we have (till 
amogglſt us) whodeny*d the Divinity of the Ho- 
ly Ghoſt, and their great Cry was; Where do 
you read in Scripture that the Holy Ghoſt is 
” God? And Ido aflure you, Sir, that it was tru- 
- ly Confeſ&'d that there is mo ſuch Scripture-Text, 
* no ſuch expreſs words in the whole Bzble; it is 


not expreſly aſſerted (iz rerminis) either 1n - 
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Old or New Teſtament, that the Holy Ghoſt 
is God; But what then? There are 1n Scripture 
ſuch things ſaid of the Holy Ghoſt, as by un» 
doubted Conſequence prove him to be God; as 
to give you but one Inſtance of an Hundred : 
The Holy Ghoſt is faid to be Omanipreſent, P/al. : 
139. 7. and from hence it neceſſarily follows as 
a very plain Conſequence, that he muſt needs 
be God, becauſe God only is Omnipreſent. 

And now, Sir, with a like manner of Proof 
T will fall upon the matter in hand. Tho? we 
find not in Scripture any ſuch exprels Com- 
mand as this, That Infants ſhall be Baptized; yet 
we find ſuch things given in Charge concerning 
them, as neceſſarily Imply, that they ought to 
be Baptized ; that 15 to ſay, we find 1n Scripture 5 
that Childre» ought to be admitted into the - 
Church of Chriſt, and we there likewiſe find * 
that there is no other ordinary way of admit» 
ting into that Church but by Baptiſm. 

And to give you full fatisfattion in this mat- * 
ter, I will hereundertake brietly to prove, That 
our Bleſſed Lord and Saviour did in his Life-time 
teach, both that Children are to be admitted in- 
to his Church, and that rhey are to be admitted 
by Baptiſm. 

That Children were admitted into God's 
Church of old, is as well known as thar they 
were then Circumeis'd, And what, I pray, is the 
Chriſtian-Charch but that old Church Retorn''d? 

The 
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* The Root and Stock are ſtill the ſame, tho? as 
for the Branches, ſome, viz. the Jews, were lop- 
ped off, and others, viz. rhe Gertiles, are orafftd 
- as you may read at large, Rom. 11. 16, 17, 
I8. , 
 *<* Chriſtianity indeed (as one peaks very well) 
& is Judaiſm explain'd into its Spiritual Tenſe and 
© meaning, and hence it 1s that the Chriſt:ans in 
© the New Teſtament are called Jews ; that is, Re- 
« form'd Jews, Rev. 2. 9. and ſometimes the [/- 
© racl of God, Gal. 6. 16. and ſometimes the 
&« Children of Abraham, Gal. 3.7. And hence it 
« is that the Chriſtian-Charch is called the News 
&« Jeruſalem, becauſe it 15 the Old Fersſalem ( or 
« Jewiſh Church) renew}d and enlarg'd. Rev.3.12. 
But now, Good Sir, ſuppoſe that our Church 
ſhould be taken down to the very Foundation, 
and built again a great deal larger and more 
Glorious than now it is; What think you? 
Might we not then take our Ch:ldrez along with 
us to our Church as well as we do now ? Cer- 
tainly the Re-building and Beautifying it wow'd 
take away no one's privilege of entring into it. 
In a reſembling manner, there was in- 
deed a great Reformation made by our Savi- 
our in the Church of God, a great deal ta- 
ken away, and a great deal added, and almoſt 
the whole every ways alter'd for the better ; but 
what is all this to any ones privilege of enter- 


ingintoit? Nay, bur certainly as Children _ 
ad- 
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:dmitted into the Church before that Reforma- 
tion; ſo are they to be admitted ſtil], unleſs it be 
a part of the Reformation to exclude them. | 
And thus, upon the whole matter, *tis very 
plain, that unleſs our Bleſſed Saviour has For: 
BIDDEN Jyfants to be admitted into his Church, ? 
they are ſtill to be admitted whether he has: 
CommaANpeD their Admiſſion or no. ; 
And here I might fix the Controverſie, and” 
juſtifie their Admiſſion, till you can prove that 
our Lord has Forbidden it, which I dare ven». 
ture toſay you will never be able to do; Nay, * 
but our Lord has not only not forbidden their 
Admiſhon into the Church, but he has expreſly . 
Taught and Commanded it. For, 
Firſt, That Children ought to be admitted in- % 
to his Church, he has expreſly taught in that + 
Celebrated Text, Suffer little Children to come © 
unto me, and forbid them not, for of ſuch is the 
King dom of Heaven, | 
Which Text was ſpoken by way of Repri- : 
mand to his Diſciples, who wou'd have kept 
Children from him ; and therefore when he re- 
prov*d them and faid, Suffer little Children to 
come unto me, he muſt needs mean ſuch Childrep *? 
as they wou'd have kept from him ; but theſe 
were ſuch as were brought unto him, and ſuch J 
as he took up in his Arms, and were therefore \ 
little Childrez in a literal Senſe, 


The words indeed are, Suffer little Childrew 


. 
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| #6 come unto me; and therefore ſay ſome, let ' 


| them ſtay then till they can come: But if this 
- was our Saviour's meaning, might not his Dif- 
ciples very readily have anſwered? Lord, we 
have not hinder'd any ſuch from coming that 
 cow'd come, all that we have done was only to 
| Rebuke thoſe that brought their Children. 

* And thus if Children might not be brought 
- to Chriſt, but if they were to be kept back till 
* they themſelves cou'd come to him, I cannot 
| ſee what the Diſciples had here done for our 
Lord to be difpleaſed at ; and yet the Text ſays 
poſitively, That he was much diſpleaſed, and ſaid, 
ſuffer little Children to come unto me, Mark 10. 14. 
And therefore unleſs we have no more G1ace 
or Wit than to ſay, that he was diſpleas'd at no- 
thing ; we muſt allow, that the Chi/drex whom 
he wou'd have ſuffer'd to come to him, were 
ſuch as his Diſciples would have kept from him, 
and theſe were ſuch as were brought unto him, 
and ſuch as he took up in his Arms. 

But perhaps you'll fay, What then 1s the 
meaning of the words To comt unToO ME? 
Syffer little Children to come unto me : Sir, I find 
an Anſwer made to this by Mr. Walker, viz, 
* That to come unto Chriſt, ſignifies, to be- 
« come a Diſciple of Chriſt; for ſo when our 
&« Saviour faith, Come unto me all ye that Labour, 
& his meaning, is, become Diſciples to me, _ 

® 213.26, 


'& 5x. 28, And again, when it is faid, Behold ta 
& ſas Baptizeth, and all Men come to him; The 
«meaning is, that they all become his Dif 
& ciples, John 3. 26. And again, Te will not | 
« come to me, ſaid our Lord, That is, ye will not 
« become my Diſciples, John 5. 4. | 
The ſame excellent Author has obſerv'd from 
Dr. Hammond, that we may read the word Pro- | 
ſelyte in the very Original Text, Mat. 19. 14. For 
there the Original words are 5a04y =egs, which 
turn'd into Exgliſh do even Compoſe and make 
up the word Proſelyte; and ſo in St. Matthew, * 
I fay the Original words are, Seffer little Chils Þ 
dren (i>b«v wegs, that is, ) to be Proſelytes to me, © 
or to be my Diſciples: For to be a Proſelyte; % 
and to be a Diſciple is the ſame thing. As * 
when our Lord faid to the Scribes and Phariſees 
that they had Compaſs'd Sea ard Land to make one 
Proſelyte ; the meaning is, that they had com- 
paſsd Sea and Land to make one Diſciple. | 
And thus has our I ord very plainly taught us 
that little Chi/drex muſt be ſuffer'd to become 
his Diſciples; yea, and he farther adds, that 
they are ot to be forbidden, and then gives ſuch » 
a Reaſon for it, as may put the matter beyond * 
all Diſpute, For of ſuch is the Kingdom of God: © 
'That is, little Ch/aren are not to be forbidden 
becoming his Diſciples; becauſe of ſuch, even 
of ſuch as were brought unto him #s the Kjngs 
aom of God; both the Kingdom of Grace, which * 
F 2 5 
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* 15the Church Militant here on Earth, and the 
Kingdom of Glory, which is the Church Tri- 
* umphant in Heaven. | 

And thus we have a plain Scripture Text, 
wherein our Bleſſed Lord has very clearly taught 


| us, that little Ch//arez are to be /uffer'd, and not 
Þ . to be forbidden being admitted into his Church, 

And this 1s according to that ancient Prophe- 
cy, foretelling the Converſion of the Gentiles to 
Chriſtianity. Thus ſaith the Lord God, I will 
lift up mine hand to the Gentiles, and ſet up my 
Standard to the People, and they ſhall bring thy Sons 
in their Arms, and thy Daughters ſhall be carryed 
upon their ſhoulders, Ia. 49. 22. 

And this is no more than what our Lord 
himſelf did fortell, when he fo plainly intima- 
ted, that there ſhould be Lambs in his Flock, as 
well as Sheep, John 21. 15. | 

But, Sir, it you wou'd ſee more, and larger 
Proof of this matter, you may conſult Mr. Bax- 
ter's Book called Plain Scripture-proof of Infants 
Chaurch-Memberſhip and Baptiſm, wherein he has 
proved that Ch:larex ought to be admitted into 
Chriſt's Church by no tewer than Six and twen- 
ty diſtin&t Arguments. 

Well: But then the next Queſtion is, How 
are they to be admitted ? I Anfwer by Baptiſm, 
for ordinarily there is no other way of Admiſ- 
ſion, as I ſhall prove by and by. 


But 
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| But here IT will take notice of an ObjeCtion : 
that I find has been often ſtarted upon this oc- 
caſion; If little Ch:/drep are to be admitted into 
Chriſt's Church, and if there be no other way 
of admitting them but by Baptiſm, Why then 
did not our Lord Baptize thoſe Children that 
were brought unto him? TI anſwer, Becauſe 
our Lord neyer Baptized any with Water, But 
then it may be ask*'d again, Why did: he not 
Command his Diſciples to Baptize them ? I An- 
{wer again, Becauſe his Hour was not yet come ; 
for he never, that we read of, Commanded his 
Diſciples to Baptize any, or any to be Baptized 
by them till after his Death and Reſurrection. 

. But, Sir, Give me leavebriefly to remind you 
of what I have obſerv'd in my firſt Letter con- 
cerning the outward and the inward part of 
Baptiſm, for I therein ſhewed you that the Mini- 
{ters of Chriſt do but Baptize with Water, which 
is the ontward part of that Sacrament; *Tis + 
Chriſt himſelf who Baptizeth with the Holy 
Ghoſt, or with the Spirit, which is the inward |, 
part : And here I will farther obſerve, that our * 
Lord has not fo ty'd up himſelftothe ule of out- 
ward means, but he can if he pleaſes, and will 
for jult and wiſe Reaſons perform the inward 
part without them. 

For thus, ſhould an Tzfidel or a Jew be Con+ 
verted to Chriſtianity, and earneitly deſire Þap- 
7i/m,and ſhould the Miniſters of Chriit, to w__ 
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© he has the opportunity of applying himſelf for © 

* that purpoſe, be all 4 unfaithful as to refuſe to' 
Baptize him, yea tho? he ſought and begg'd of 
* them ſforodo with Tears; In ſuch a Caſe as this 
{ Where the outward Baptiſm with Water was fo 
far from being ſlighted, that it was earneſtly de- 
| fird, and yet cou'd not be had upon any terms 
* whatſoever; In ſuch a Caſe as this (I fay,) I 
cannot think that the unfaithfulneſs of Chriſt's 
 Maniſters 1n diſpenſing the outward part of the 
Sacrament would hinder our Lord Com doing 


the inward part, which is to Baptize with the 
Spirit. 

And this ſeems to have been the Caſe of the 
little Chilarex brought unto him ; His Diſciples 


rebuked thoſe that brought them, and wow'd not 

by any means have had them come unto Chriſt, 

or become his Diſciples: And for this our Lord 
 (maraxmo) was very much diſpleaſed, 

And in this great diſpleaſure he ſeems to have 
intimated thus muciz to them ; "That tho" they 
or any other of his Miniſters ſhould at any time 

» refuſe to adinit ſuch .for Diſciples, whom he 
would have admitted, and jhould therefore re- 
fuſe to do the outward ſolemn part of Admiſſion 
as they ought to do, yet this wou'd be no rea- 
fon with him that he ſhould ref ie to do that in- 
wart part which he does himſc!f perform. 

And accordingly he took up thoſe very Chit- 
gen in his Arms and bleſſed them, viz, —_ 

| | pi 


_ *” 


"Senſe beſaid to have Baptized them ; I mean, 


ſtian Church, for ſo is the Chriſtian Charch very ? 


: 


Spiritual Bleſſings, and may therefore in ſome? 


to-have Baptized them with the Spirit, which 
is the inward part of Baptiſm, and the only part 
that Chriſt ever did or does. Bur, 

(2.) As our Lord himſelf Received and Coms- | 
manded Children tobe receiv*d into his Church, 
ſo likewiſe has he plainly taught us that they 
are to be admitted by — yea, and that ' 
ordinarily they cannot otherwiſe be admitted, 
For except a Man be born of Water and of the Spi- 
rit, he cannot enter into the K jngdom of God, John 


3- J- 
In which Text, By the Kingdom of God, ta- 
ken in its loweſt Senſe, muſt be meant the Chr#- * 


frequently calld inthe New Teſtament, The Kjng- 
dom of God, and the Kjngdom of Heaven: And ® 
this is that Kingdom of God, viz. The Church * 
of Chriſt, into which there is no entrance (or- 
dinarily) but through the Gate of Baptiſm. | 

The Text makes no exception, for tho? the* 
Exgliſh words are, Unleſs a Man be born again, 
yet by Man muſt be underſtood Mankind, no 
Sex or Age excluded; for the Original word, 
Tran{lated Man, ſignifies any one ; ( «&» wn ks Y Þ 
Except any one be Born again, &c., Whoſoever, * 
or of what Ape ſoever they be, except they be 
Born again of Water and o the Spirit, that is, 
except they be Baptized, they cannot enter into * 
4 that * 
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* that Kingdom of God which is the Chriſtian 
' Charch. * 
| Andſofſaysthe Apoſtle very exprefly, Name- 
| ly ; That we are all Baptized into that one Body of 
briſt, which is his Charch, 1 Cor. 12.13. And 
ſo again, we read of being Baptized into Chri#t, 
* that is ato Chriſt's Body, his Church, Gal. 3.27. 
: Yea, it is there ſaid, that ſo many as have been 
* Baptized into Chriit, have put on Chriſt, that is, 
| are incorporated into that Body whereof Chritt is 
the Head, And accordingly 1 have oblerv'd that 
there is nothing more uſual in Antiquity, than 
; for _- to be called Eccl: ſie janua, the Gate 
of the Church, 
© Baptiſm, ſays our very Learned Biſhop, is 
© the Door whereby we enter intothe Church, 
" © the Gate that letsus into Chriſt's Fold, and the 
» © firſt ſtepto Fellowſhip with God, and with his 
© People; and hence it was that the Font was 
© uſed to be placed at the Door or entrance of 
* the Church, to ſignifie that by this we come 
E © into the Congregation of Chriſt's Diſciples, 
> © Aqua Genittalis, p. 447. 
* But Ill fay no more of this, both becauſe it 
+ 15 ſoplain,and becauſe that it is not, that I know 
* of, deny'd by our Adverfaries ; Mr. Tombs wow'd 
= not deny 1t 1n all that Controverſie between him 
and Mr, Baxter ; Nay, but in his Apology, p. 58. 
* I grant, ſays he, that Baptiſm is the way and 
| * manner of Solemn Admiſſion intothe m—_ : 
| an 
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and fays Mr. Grantham in his Friendly Epittle, 
* Baptiſm is an Ordinance of Chriſt, neceſſary ? 
© to the Admiſſion of all Men to the privileges 
&« of his Church, p. 31. And the Author of : 
your little Book notes upon 1 Cor, 12. 13. © that 
« weare by Baptiſmaddedto the Bridethe Lamb's | 
1 © Wife, as he there calls the Chriſtian Charch; 
And again in his Note upon Heb, 6.1, 2. He | 
fays, that © Bzp:iſ-z 15 an Ordinance for the So- * 
« lemnization of the Souls viſible Marriage- U- 3 
& nion with Chrift ; that is, we are united and 3 
« wedded to Chriſt by Bapt:ſar, as weare there- Þ 
* by incorporated into, and United to that 
«* Church which 1s his Spouſe, + 

But now it being fo very plain (our Adver- * 
faries themſelves not denying it) That there is * 
no other viſible way of Admitting into Chriſt's 7 
Church but by Baptiſm, it neceſſarily follows, . 
that if Children ought (as I have before prov'd) 3 
to be admitted into that Church, then they 3 
muſt be Baptized into it. "A 

Sir, Should the King Command you to car- 
ry your pretty little Child into his Preſence- } 
Chamber, you -wou'd not I think once ask or 2 
queſtion, whether you mult carry him 1n atthe 
door, you-wou'd nor I am ture be thought? 

ver-wile, ſhou'd vou tav, My Lord, O Kyng !: 
Tour Rojzal Command is that I ſhall bring my Son © 
into your Preſence-Chazx.ber, but pray does your Ma , 
jeſty mean that I ſhall brinc him in at the Door ? 
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Juſt ſo, Our Lord having Commanded that”; 
| Children ſhall be received into his Charch\® 
” ſhow'd any one queſtion whether they muſt be 
| received 1n at the Door (which is acknowleg'd 
* tobe Baptiſm) what Anſwer could he reaſona- 
* bly expeCt but to be laugh'd at? 

And thus, Sir, wonder not that there is no 
ſuch expreſs Command in Scripture as this, 
* That Infants ſhall be Baptized; For Chriſt's 
Command to receive them into the Church 
* 15 ſufficient; and there was no need of any ſuch 
» ſecond Command to receive them in at the door, 
+ orto Baprize them. In ſhort, 

* Our Lord has plainly taught us, that little 
= Chilarex» muſt be admitted into his Church, 
Suffer little Children to come unto me, and forbid 
* them not, for of ſuch is the Kjnedom of God, 

| Mark 10. 14. And he has plainly taught us, 
| that there is no other way of being admitted 

* into his Church, but by Baptiſm, Except any 
». one be born of Water and of the Spirit, he can- 
mot enter into the Kjngdom of God, John 3. 5. 

- And from henceI frame this Argument, 

* There is no other way of Admiſſion into 
> Chriſt's Church but by Baptiſm; But little Chzt- 

* dren muſt be admitted into Chriſt's Church ; 
Therefore they muſt be Baptized. 

* And this I am perſwaded is very good Proof, 
becauſe *tis ſuch Proof as our I.ord made uſe 
* of againſt the Phariſees, to convince them of a 
Re- 
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ReſurreQtion; and ſuch Proof as the Learned 
Defenders of our Faith are forc'd to-make ufc 
of againſt the Macedonians, to convince them 
that the Holy Ghoſt is God. , 

And' thus I have enquir'd how — 
tiſm was taught by our Saviour in his Life» 
time. -- 
« I ſhould now in the Second Place Enquire, 
whether Infant-Baptiſm was taught by him after 
his Death and ReſurreQion,before he Aſcended } 
into Heaven. 1 

Bur this ſhall be the Subjet-matter of my 
Next, which you may expett by the next op»: 
portunity from, '4 


Good Sir, 


Jaty 9. 
1698, Tour &c. 


my | 


[LETTER VI. 


S ir, 


Go on (as I engag'd my elf in my Laſt) to 
enquire, * 
Secondly, Whether Infant-Baptiſm was Taught 
or Commanded bv our Saviour after his Death 
* and ReſurreQion, before he Aſcended into Hea- 
ven. 
And all that he Taught or Commanded con- 
; cerning Baptizing with Water, at that time may 
be readily found in theſe two "Texts, Mar. 28. 
- 19. and Mark, 16.15, 16. Both which it is my 
| deſign at this time very particularly to Conſider. 
Now the Words of the firſt oftheſe Texts are 
theſe in our Engliſh Bibles. Go ye therefore and 
. Teach all Nations, Baptizing them in the Name of the 
Father and of the Son and of the Holy Ghoſt. But, 
» Sir, Be pleas'd to know, that the Word Tranſla- 
ted Teach,expreſly ſignifies Diſciple ; Go ye therefore 
Diſciple all Nations, &c. For ug dev and 
Fug nm may are the fame thing, and are 
rightly render'd 70 make Diſciples John. 4. 1, 
' For the underſtanding of which, you muſt 
know that our Lord (as himſelf has told us) 
| was not ſent but to the loft Sheep of the Houſe of 
Ifracl, Mat. 15. 24, His firſt endeavours were 
ro 
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to Diſciple the Jews, and accordingly it was on- 
ly in Jadea, that any were DiſcipPd and Bap» 
tiz'd by him or by his Diſciples during his Life-" 
time, as you may ſee by Comparing, John 3. 
22. with John 4. 1. 

Well: But now that he was a leaving the: 
World, Now that the Partition-Wall was to! 
be broken down, he enlarges his Commiſſion 
to his Diſciples, and they were not for the fu- 
ture to Diſciple and Baptize in the Land of Ju-" 
dea only, but they were now to Diſciple and 
Baptize all Nations, even the whole Gentile 
World, Go ye therefore (us -dwoals) Diſciple, 
all Nations, Baptizing them, &Cc. 

Which Command and Commiſſon was firſt * 
given to thoſe Eleven Apoſtles, Mat. 28. 16. 
who were all by Nation Jews or (as St. Paul ex- 
preſſes it) Iſraelites according to the Fleſh, Rom. 
9. 3, 4. But, pray now, good Sir, Let us here . 
Conſider, what then was, and had always been 
the way of Diſcipling cr Proſelyrting thele Gens® 
tiles to the Jewiſh Church. 

Truly *tis moſt certain that when any of theſe 
Gentile Nations were converted to Judaiſm, 
that not only themſelves but their Children, to- 
gcther with themſelves, were alſo Circumcisd 
and receiv'd into that Ancient Church, when 
the Door was open'd to take in the converted 
Parents, not the leaſt of their Infants (being; 
but Eight Days old) was excluded ; Nay, but; 


79 | 
have told his Apoſtles that they muſt not Diſciple 
or Receive fuchInfancs into che ChriſtianC 
as were Receiv'd and Diſcipl'd into their Jewiſh 
Church. No, he would have faid, you mult nor . 
miſtake me, tho? I have commanded you to Dilci> 7 

le andBaptize all Nations,yet Thardly mean one 
half of the Nations; for I donot mean ſo much; 
as one Child or Infant belonging to them. And * 
thus Indeed muſt our Lord be ſuppoſed to have - 
Interpreted his Command to his Apoſtles, had : 
he excluded Infants out of the Command. 8. | 
And then again, had _ been thus taught "i 
to Diſciple and Baptize no Infants, not one of 
all the Nations but the Adult and grown 
Perſons, methinks ſome Charitable Body or 0# IF 
ther .in the Name of the Poor Children d J 
thus have lamented and condoPd their Cafe. 
* And is it the Chriſtian Church that is now 
« the true Church of God? Time was, when 
« the Jewiſh Church was only fo, and then was 4 
* the the happy time for us Poor Babes and * 
« Children ! For had our Gentile Fathers been * 
« then Converted, Circumcis'd and Receiv'd in- 
* to that old Church of God, We their little In- 
« fants muſt not have been left behind : No, but 
* the Door into which our Fathers muſt have + 
* enter'd then, would likewiſe have ſtood open 
« for us their Children roo#” But now, in the * 
« Chriſtian Church, it ſeems, *ris other-'" 
< wiſe; Alas, the Door is now cloſe _ = 4 
rr? 
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 *barr'd to keep us poor Infants out ; Thete is 
> no place for us inthis New Church of God ; 
> © No, but tho? our Fathers are Baptiz'd and 
& Grafted into the good Olive-Tree, (as the 
| < Chriſtian Church is calPd) Yet We, God 
- ©help us, We mult remain Branches of the 
& Wild Olive ſtill, (as the Heathen World is 
* term'd.) 

And thus when the Apoſtles DiſcipPd and 
Baptiz'd the Gentile Nations into the Church 
of Chriſt, had they excluded ſuch Infants and 
Children as with their Parents were receiy*d 
into the Jewib Church of Old, the Caſe of theſe 
Infants and Children might juſtly have been 
thus CondoPd. 

But our Lord, whowas once an Infant himſelf, 
and as ſuch receiv'd into the Jewiſh Church, 
he has not indeed forbidden Infants now to be 
receiv'd into his ; No, he has given no ſuch oc- 
caſion of Complaint againſt him, for the Com- 
mand is Plain and Clear for the Diſcipling and 
Baptizing all Nations, not an Infant excepted 
that I can find. 

ButSir, The grandObjection follows in thenext 
Verſe, Teaching them to obſerve all thing 5M hatſoever 
Thave commanded you, Mat. 28. 20. And from 
hence our Adverſaries very confidently argue, 
That none are to be Diſcipld and Baptiz'd, but 
ſuch as are Capable of being taught too, which 
Infants and Children they boldly fay are as 

ut 
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But to this I anſwer; Firſt, ?Tis faid of our 
Lord, That he preached Peace to them that were 
a far off, and to them that were nigh, Epheſ. 2,17; 
But how did he preach Peace to theſe Epheſians 
that were a far off? Why he preached Peace to 
them, by Teaching and Commanding his Apo- 
{tles to Preach to them. | 

And thus did the Apoſtles teach Infants and 
Children, by Teaching and Commanding the 
Parents to teach them, and thus only it was, 
that they were to Teach all Nations when they 
DiſcipPd and Baptiz'd them, v:z. they were 
themſelves immediately to Teach the elder ſort, 
and they were to teach Children by Teaching 
their Parents, and others to teach them, as our 
Lord preached Peace to thoſe afar off, by Teach« 
ing others to Preach to them. . 

And, Dear Sir, I'll look the Objection once 
over again, The whole Command and Com- 
miſſ}on given to the Apoſtles was rhis, Go, D#/= 
ciple all Nations, Baptizing them in the Hm 
the Father, and of the Son, _ the Holy Ghoſt, 
Teaching them to obſerve all things whatſoe-= 
ver I have Commanded you. From which laſt 
words 1s the Objettion rais'd, that none are to 
be DiſcipPd and Baptiz'd, but ſuch as may be 
taught. 

To which I farther anſwer, That if Notie 
are to be DiſcipPd and Baptiz'd, but ſuch as are 
alſo taught, then none are to be Diſcipl'd and 
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Baptiz'd but ſuch as are alſo taught to obſerve 
all things whatſoever our Lord Commanded, 
for ſo ſays the Text expreſly, not only Teaching 
them, but Teaching them to obſerve all things what- 
foever I have Commanded. 

' But I verily believe that our Adverſaries 
themſelves Baptize thoſe to whom they have 
not taught all things whatſoever our Lord com- 
manded. Yea, I may venture toaifirm, that the 
Eunuch was Baptiz'd by Philip, and that the 
Jaylor and his Houſhold were Baptiz?d by Paul 
and Silas, before they had been Taught the 
—_— part of what our Lord Commmand- 
' ed. 
And hence *tis very plain that the Apoſtles 
DiſcipPd and Baptiz'd, thoſe to whom they did 


. Hot then Teach all things whatſoever our Lord 
had Commanded, ſo that though theſe words, 
Teaching them to obſerve all things mhatſoe- 
ver 1 have Commanaed you, are added to the 
Command of In Baptizing ; Yet it 


is not neceſſary that all ſhould be fo taught who 
are DiſcipPd and Baptiz'd. 

But ſtill farther to invalidate this mighty Ob- 
jection, PI! here put a plain and familiar Cale to 
You. Sir, 

Suppoſe You ſhould Command your Shepherd, 
no poke care to preſerve my wholeFlock, 
Driving ttitem from oft the Starving Commons 

into 
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into a better Paſture; and providing to have 
them well and carefully Clipt. 

And then ſhould your Shepherd thus reaſon 
with Himſelf, and fay, my Maſter's Com- + 
mand is to have his whole Flock preſerv'd, and 
driven into a better Paſture, and well Clipt; 
that is he means that none are to be Preſferv'd 
and better Paſtur'd but thoſe that are alſo to 
be Clipt ; and therefore the Lambs that are not 
to be Clipr, mult all be left upon the ſtarving 
Commons till, nor am I to take any Care to 
preſerve them. 

Sir, ſhould your Shepherd thus fooliſhly ar- 
gue, I hope you ſee that his Argument 1n this 
Caſe againſt taking any care to preſerve the 
Lambs, would be the very ſame with our Ad- 
verfaries Argument againſt Diſcipling and Bap- 
tizing Infants. For, 

May it pleaſe you, Sir, to have them ſet to- 
gether : Our Lord commanded his Apoſtles, 
Go, Diſciple all Nations, Baptizing them in the 
Name 4 the Father, and of the Son, and of the 
Holy Ghoſt, Teaching them to obſerve all things 
whatſoever I have commanded you. 

And im like manner, You are ſupposd to: 
Command your Shepherd , Go, take care and 
preſerve my whole Flock, driving them from 
off the ſtarving Commons intoa better Paſture, 
and providing that they be well and carefully 
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And then, as. our Adverfaries argue, from 
our Lord's Command, againſt the Infants of 
all Nations, that they are not to be DiſcipPd and 
Baptiz'd, becauſe not to be taught; even fo is 
your Shepherd ſuppos'd to argue from your com- 
mand againſt the Lambs of your Flock, that 
they are not to be preſerv'd or driven from off 
the Starving Commons into a better Paſture, 
becauſe they are not to be Clipt. For thus, in 
one Word, 

Our Lord's Command is, ſay our Adverfaries, 
to have all Nations DiſcipPd , Baptiz'd, and 
Taught; And therefore None are to be Diſci- 
pd and Baptiz'd, but ſuch as are to be Taught 
too, and conſequently no Infants. And uſt ſo, 
Your Shepherd may be {uppos'd to fay, my 
Maſter's Command is to have all his Flock Pre- 
ſerv'd, better Paſtur'd, and well Clipt, and 
therefore none of his Flock are to be preſerv'd 
and better Paſtur'd, but ſuch as are to be Clipt 
too, and Conſequently no Lambs. 

And thus, This way of Arguing being fo 
mightily inſiſted upon by our Adverſaries(this 1n- 
deed being their great and moſt common Ob- 
jection) I have therefore taken leave by this ve- 
ry plain and eaſie Compariſon to ſhew Fou tlie 
Vanity and Folly of it. | 

And I am pertuaded that you will not coun- 
tenance or juſtifie this way of Arguing, left 
deluded by the like way of Reaſoning, your 
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Shepherd ſhould really play you the Scurvy 
trick which I have onely now ſuppos'd. 

Again, This way of Arguing may be very 
\ injurious to the Poor and Needy likewiſe, as I 
/ will here demonitrate to you by another very 
plain Caſe, | 

Suppoſe, Good, Sir, that you in your great 
Charity, ſhould Command me faying, Go, 
Feed and Cloath all the Poor of the Pariſh,at My 
Coſt and Charge, Teaching them the Duties of 
Poor People. 

Now according to our Adverſary's way of 
Arguing, tho? you ſhould thus Command me - 
to Feed and Cloath all the Poor without ex- 
ception, yet I ought not to Feed or Cloath fo 
much as one Poor Child in the whole Pariſh, 
becauſe Children are not to be taught the Du- 
ties of Poor People. 

But really, Sir, I ſhould not fo narrowly in- 
terpret your Command, nor ſo much as once 
doubt but your will was, that the poor Children 
ſhould all be Fed and Cloath'd as well as their 
Parents, tho? they could not then be fo well ' 
taught their Duties. 

And in ſhort, You, Sir, may try me with the 
Command if you pleaſe, and I will certainly 
Feed and Cloath all the Poor of the Pariſh, e- 
ven the ſmall and great together; Yea, and I 
will not only Teach all that are then to 
be Taught the Duties of Poor People, but I 
G 3 will 
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will Teach them in due time to Teach their 
Children the ſame, and ſoin Effe& I ſhall Teach, 
as well as Feed and Cloath all the Poor of the 
Pariſh, fo as to fulfill your Command in the ſe- 
veral parts of it. 

And this is ſo very plain that you muſt needs 
ſee, how the Apoſtles in like manner were 
to fulfill our Lord's Command , to Diſciple, 
Baptize, and teach all Nations, juſt as I have 
now ſhew*d you I ſhould fulfill your Command, 
| To Feed and Cloath, and Teach all the Poor 
of the Pariſh without any exception, as to Chil- 
dren or Infants. 

I will add one very plain Caſe more out of 
Scripture, which I have already taken notice of 
upon another: Occaſion. *Tis faid Mat. 25. 32. 


That all Nations ſhall be gathered before the great 
Wk at the laſt Day, and it follows, That ſome 


” be ſet on the Right, and ſome on the Left-hand 
of the Judge, and that he will fay to thoſe on 
his Right-hand IT was an Hunpred and ye gave 
me Meat, and to thoſe on his Lett, I was an hun- 
gred and ye gave me no meat, NC. 
; Now becauſe none of this can be faid to In- 
fants, muſt I conclude that they are no part of 
the Nations which ſhall be gathered before the 
Judge at the laſt Day? Truly with as much 
Reaſon and Truth may Children be excepted 
againſt, as not meant by the Nations to be ga- 
thered before the Judge, as they can be excepted 
| againſt 
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againſt, as not meant by the Nations to be Di- 
ſcipl'd and Baptiz'd. 

For thus, Our Adverfaries will not have In- 
fants to be meant by the Nations to be Bap- 
tized, Becauſe theſe Nations are to be taught | 
too, which Infants cannot be. And fo it may 
be argwd that Infants are not to be meant by 
the Nations to be gathered before the Judge ; 
Becauſe it muſt be faid to theſe Nations, When 
I was an Hungred, Tou gave me Meat, Or ye gave 
me no Meat ; Which to Infants cannot be ſaid. 

But moſt certain it is that Infants are meant by 
all the Nations to be gathered before the Judge, 
Mat. 25. 32. and why they ſhould not be meant 
by all the Nations to be DiſcipPd and Bap- 
tiz'd, I muſt fay again thatTI can ſee no reaſon. 

The Command is plain enough and large e- 
nough to reach Infants as well as others, Go, 
ye, Diſciple all Nations, Baptizing them. For - 
it all Nations are to be Baptiz'd, then are In- 
fants and Children to be Baptiz'd among the 
reſt, unleſs you can ſhew me that they are here 
excepted, which IL.am well aflur'd you cannot, 
for, That the following words (Teaching them to 
obſerve all things &c.) are no exception to their be- 
ing DiſcipPd and Baptiz'd, I hope that I have 
zbundantly clear'd to you after a very plain and 
undeniable manner. 

And thus, I am Heartily perſwaded that I 
find Infant-Baptiſm here taught by our Saviour, 
alter his Death and ReſurreQton , before he 
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Aſcended into Heaven. Go ye, Diſciple all Nati- 
ons (Infants not excepted) Baptizing them in the 
Name of the Father, &c. But then, 

At the ſame time, between his ReſurreCti- 
on and Aſcenſion, we find that he alſo Com- 
manded his Apoſtles, to go into all the World, and 
to Preach the Goſpel to every Creature. He that 
Believeth and is Baptized ſhall be ſaved ;but he that 
Believerth not ſhall be Damned, Mark 16.15, 16. 

And here, Sir, we have another very terri- 
ble Obje&tion to be Anſwer'd, for from theſe 
words, 'He who beljeveth and is Baptized, our 
Adverſaries are very Hot and Nofy in their Af- 
ſertion, That none but Believers are to be Baptized, 
and thercfore no Infants, But to this I Anſwer, 

Firſt, That Infants either have Faith accord- 
ing to the Senſe of this Text, or they have not ; 
if they have ſuch Faith, then they may be Bap- 
tized, as our Adverſaries themſelves will grant : 
But if they have not Faith according to the 
meaning of this Text, what ſhall I fay then ? 
Een the Lord have Mercy upon them, that 
they may not Die in that Faithleſs Infant-/tate, 
for the Text fays poſitively, That he who Belie- 
weth not ſhall be Damned. 

Nothing can be plainer than that this Text 
ſpeaks of Paith, in ſuch a ſenſe as makes the 
want of it-Damning; but that Infants want 
Faith, ſo as to be Damned for the want of it, 
May my Tongue cleave to the Roof of my Mouth, ra- 
ther than ſay ſo, Se- 
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Secondly, Tt might truly be faid, that he who 
Repenteth and Belteveth ſhall be ſaved, and yer it 
wou'd not thence follow, that Men ought firſt 
to Repent before they Believe, for that is im- 

{ſible to be done : *Tis Impoſſible that any 

an ſhould Repent and turn unto God, but - 
he muſt firſt beheve that there is a God. 

And thus, As it could not be true, That Men 
ought firſt to Repent, and then to Believe, tho? it 
ſhould be faid, That he who Repenteth and. Belic- 
veth ſhall be ſaved; So neither is it neceſſarily 
true, That we ought firſt to Believe, and then to 
be Baptized; becauſe it is faid, That he who Belie- 
veth and is Baptized, ſhall Le "aw 

Thirdly, IT dare ſay, Thathe who ſerveth God 
faithfully all the days of his Life, and is Bapti- - 
zed, ſhall be ſaved. 

But what then? You will not I hope from 
hence Conclude, That none are to be Baptized 
till they have ſerved God taithtully all the days 
of their Lives, or till they are juſt a Dying. 
Even fo, when it is faid, He who believeth and 
is Baptized ſhall be ſaved, you ought not from 
hence to Conclude, that none are to be Baptt 
zed, till they have Believed. 

"Tis indeed the very fame Caſe. If none but 
Believers are to be Baptized, becauſe it 1s faid, 
He who believeth and is Baptized ſhall be ſaved; 
Then none but dying Perions are to be Baptt- 
zed, becauſe it may as truly be ſaid, That — 
who 
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who ſerveth God truly all the days of his whole Life, 
and is Baptized, ſhall be ſaved. 

Laſtly, Tho' you and I were Baptized in our 
Infancy, yet at the day of Judgment, that great 
day of Salvation, when the Judge ſhall ask what 
we have done to be ſaved? I doubt not, Dear 
\ Sir, but we may then chearfully Anſwer, that 
. we have Believed and were Baptized. And af 
fure your ſelf, that the Merciful Judge will nor 
then reply; But did you frit Believe, before you 
were Baptized ? For, Good Sir, there 1s no ſuch 
Condition of Salvation in the whole Bible. Tt 
ts not written in Scripture, That except you Be- 
lieve, you ſhall not be Baptized; or he who believerh 
not, al not be —_— or let a Man firſt Be- 
lieve, and then let him be Baptized, No, there 
are no ſuch Texts. 

Indeed, there is a Text which ſays, Except ye 
become as little Children, ye cannot enter into the 
(Church, or) Kingdom of God; But it is no where 
faid, That little Children muſt firſt become Men, 
before they ſhall enter into the (Church, or) Kjng- 
dom of God. 

And now Sir, I preſume that I may have your 
good leave to Conclude for this time. 

Having ſufficiently Conſider'd the Texts, 
wherein we find all that our Saviour Taught 
from his Reſurrection to his Aſcenſion, concern- 
ing Baptizing with Water ; and I am perſwaded 
that in the two 'Texts put together, there 1s 
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not one Syllable againſt Infant-Baptiſm, but clear 
Proof for it in the firſt 'Text: yea, and the fe- 
cond Text does fo far plead'for the" Baptizing of 
Infants, as it makes Baptiſm generally Neceſlary, 
in order to Salvation, He who Believeth and is 
Baptized, ſhall be ſaved. LE 

And now in the Third and Laſt Place; Iam 
further to enquire, whether Iafant-Bapriſm was 
taught or Commanded by the Apoſtles of our 
Lord after his Aſcenſion into Heaven. 

But this ſhall be my buſineſs in one- Letter 
more, which I deſign upon this Subjett, and 
which you may: expect by the next return of this 
Bearer trom, 


Jaly 15. 
1698, 
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LETTER VIIL 


SIR, 


Am now to enquire in the Third and Laft 
, Place, whether Infant-Baptiſm was taught 

or Commanded by the Apoſtles of our Lord at- 
ter his Aſcenſion into Heaven, 

And here the very firſt time that they taught 
and praiſed Baptiſm, what great Reaſon we 
have to believe that they then practiſed I»fart- 
Baptiſm, T have formerly ſhew*'d you, and now 
'again, by the good help of God, I will endea- 
_ . vour ſtill farther to ſhew you, that Infant-Bap- 
I = was taught and Commanded by them, at 
the ſame time likewiſe. See As 2. 38. 

Repent and be Baptized every one of you, (aid St. 
Peter there, to ſuch an Aſſembly as can never be 
ſuppoſed to have been without Chzlaren ; for it 
wasa Throng which was occaſion'd by a ſudden 
Report of a very wonderfuland ſurprizing thing. 
«?T was ſucha mixt Crowd asis wont to flock to- 
& gether when a Fire happens, or any Fray is 
« Fought, or Game is Play*d, or Show is Seen; as 
Mr. Walker has repreſented that ſudden Af: 
ſembly. 

And this indeed is not much or very heartily 

deny'd : But our Adverſaries Obje& _— 
hat 
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That tho? St. Peter ſpoke to ſuch an Aſſembly, 
and bid them be Baptized every one of them, 
yet He cannot be ſuppoſed to have ſpoken tothe 
Inf.nt-part of the Aſſembly, becauſe he bid them 
firſt Repent. Repent and be Baptized, every one of 
oO, To which I might Anſwer, 

Firit, That he may very well be ſuppoſed to 
have ſpoken to Infants and Children, even when 
he faid Repext; for I find 1n Scripture that 
Children have been concern'd in the Exerciſes 
of Repenta;:ce, as in that great Faſt-day proclaim'd 
by T hoſaphat, When all Judah gather d themſebves 
together to ask help of the Lord, you may meet with 
their little Ones, and their Chilaren among the reſt, 
2 Chron. 20. 13. Yea, and when the Prophet 
Joel Exhorted to a general Repentance, even to 
SarGtifie a Faſt, and to call a Solemn Aſſembly ; he 
not only dire&ed that the Elders ſhould be 4/- 
ſembled, but even that Chilaren and ſuch as ſuck'd 
the Breaſt ſhould be fo too, Joel. 2.16. Bur, 

Secondly, Tho? it was true, that Children could 
not be concern'd in St. Peter's Exhortation to Re- 
pert, yet this would be no juſt Cauſe or Impedi- 
ment why they might not be concern'd in the 
tollowing Words, Be Baptized every one of you. 

For pray, Dear Sir, Had the Apoſtle then 
ſaid, Sell your Eſtates and give to the Poor, and 
be Baptized every one of you, Would you from 
thence have concluded, that none but Landed 
Men ought to have been Baptized; none but ſuch 

as 
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as had Eſtates to fell? or would the Poor Man 
bave been. excluded from Bapriſ-r, for want of 
Lands and Tenements to difpole of? No cer- 
tainly, But had the Apoſtle ſo ſaid, Sell your 
Eſtates and give to the Poor, and be Baptized every 
one of you: he could only have meant, that the 
Rich Men ſhould Sell their Eſtates and give to 
the Poor, but that they ſhould be Baptized every 
one of them, Rich and Poor together, and as 
wy they who had no Eſtates, as they who 
ad. | 
And juſt ſo, When he ſaid, Reperr and be 
Baptized every one of you, he could only mean, 
that they ſhould firtt Repent who ſtood in need 
of Repentance; but that they ſhould be Bap- 
tized every one of them, not only the Penitent, 
but they who needed not Repentance likewile, 
Or ſuppoſe again, that the Apoſtle had faid, 
Forgive your Enennes and be Baptized every one of 
y0u, What think you, Sir, might not the hap- 
py Men who had no Enemies have been Bap- 
tized, becauſe they could not firſt forgive their 
Enemies? Yes ſurely, tho* they could forgive 
no Enemies, who had no Enemies to be forgiven 
by them ; yet nevertheleſs they might have 
been Baptized as well as they, who having E- 

nemies did firſt forgive them. 
\ For upon this ſuppoſjtion, that the Apoſtle 
had really faid, Forgrve your Enemies and be Bap- 
tized every one of you, he could only have meant 
that 
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that Perſons qualified for Baptiſm ought not to 
bein a ſtate of Enmity; and hence it wou'd 
have follow'd that they who were not at Enmi- 
ty with any, were the very Perſons ſo qualify'd 
and fit to be Baptiz'd, without any more ado. 
But they who were in a State of Enmity, they 
indeed were firſt to get our of that State by for- 
giving their Enemies, before they could be fit 
for Baptiſm. 

And thus, as he has faid, Repent and be Bap- 
tized every one of you; he can only mean that 
Perſons qualif?d for Baptiſm ought not to be 
in an impenitent State. And hence it follows, 
that they who are not 1n an Impenitent State 
(as Children are not) are the very Perſons qua- 
lify*d and fir for Baptiſm withour any more a- 
do; but they who are in an Impenitent State, 
they indeed are firſt to get out of that State by 
—_— before they can be fir for Bap- 
tiſm. 

And now, Good Sir, excuſe the Repetition, 
whilſt I briefly ſet theſe things together. 

Suppoſe St. Perer had faid, ſell your Eſtates 
and be Baptiz'd every one of you, he muſt needs 
have meant that all ſhould be Baptiz'd, as well 
they who had no Eſtates as they who had, and: 
only that they who had Eſtates ſhould firſt be 
obliged to ſell them. Or, 

Suppoſe he_ had ſaid, forgive your Enemies 
and be Baptizzd every one of you, he muſt - 
needs 
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needs have been underſtood as exhorting them 
- all to be Baptiz'd; as well them who had no E- 
nemies, as them who had, and only that 
they who had Enemies ſhould firlt be oblig'd 
to forgive them. 

And fo, As he has ſaid, Repent and be Bap- 
tiz'd everyone of you, he muſt needs mean that 
every one of them ſhould be Baptiz'd, as well 
the happy Part of the Company who needed no 
Repentance, as the Part that did ; and only that 
they who needed Repentance ſhould firſt be 0- 
blig'd to Repent. And accordingly our Bleſſed 
Lord and Saviour himſelf, who needed no Re- 
pentance, and therefore did not firſt Repent, 
was yet Baptiz'd, as well as they who did firſt 
Repent, becauſe they needed Repentance. 

And thus, the way fo far thus clear'd, I will 
now venture on to the Promiſe annext to this Ex- 
hortation of St. Peter, whereby it will (till more 
evidently appear that he has here taught the 
Baptiſm of Children. 

For to perſwade them to be Baptiz'd every 
one of them, Be Bapriz/d, ſaid he, and ye ſhall 
receive the Gift of the Holy Ghoſt ; and leaſt 
they ſhould miſtake him as not meaning their 
Children together with themſelves, he exprelsly 
adds, For the Promiſe is to you and to your Chit- 
dren. 

The Promiſe was the fame to them and to 


their Children, and they were to receive It by 
tne 
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the ſame means, viz. by Baptiſm; for if the pro: - 
miſe might have been receiv*d without Bapriſms, 
in vain did the Apoſtles urge it asan argument 
to perſwade them to be Baptiz/d. Eo 

So that *tis very plain that Baptiſm was the ® 
Means whereby the promiſe of the Holy Ghoſt 
was to be receiv*d, and therefore as their Chik ? 
dren were to receive it as well as themſelves, * 
it follows, that their Children as well as therns * 
ſelves were to be Bapriz'd, that they might res ? 
ceive it. And fo fays the Apoſtle, be baps * 
tiz'd every one of you, and ye ſhall recerve, &c. 

But here _ you may be ready to ask; 
whether Baptiſm be neceſſary to our Receiving 
the Holy Ghott, or whether none elſe do receive : 
1; but they who are Baptiz'd. | 

To which TI anſwer that Baptiſm is as neceſ- 
fary to our receiving the Holy Ghoſt, as a dilt- 
gent Hand is neceſſary to make one Rich: The _ 
Diligent hand maketh Rich, ſays Solomon. 

And therefore as Riches do ſometimes - in« * 
deed by God's over-ruling Providence fall to 3 
the ſhare, even of the I azy and the Slothful, So 
by God's extraordinary Mercy is the Holy * 
Ghoſt ſometimes indeed given, even to the Un. 1 
baptiz'd. Bur whatthen ? {hall a Man hope to be 
Rich without Diligence, becauſe the Lazy are ' 
ſometimes fo?* In like manner, ſhall any 6ne 
hope for the Spirit without Baptiſm, becauſe the 
Unbaptiz'd do ſometimes receive it? ; ; 
H * E > 
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It would not be wiſely argued ſhould a Man 
* thus diſpute; Solomon tells us indeed that a Diligent 
' hand maketh Rich, well and it may be ſo, but 
> let them be ty*'d up to his Rule that will ; for 
* my part I ſhall hold my felt excugd, hoping 
that Riches may be had in an eaſier way, e- 
- ven as I ſometimes ſce the Slothful have 
- them. 
” And yet juſt ſuch is his Argument who thus 
diſputes. Tis the Apoſtles rule indeed, Be 
. baptiz'd and ye ſhall receive the gift of the Ho- 
ty Ghoſt ; well and it may be ſo, but let them 
 bety'dup to his Rule that will; for my part I 
} ſhall hold my ſelf excus'd, hoping for the Holy 
Spirit without any ſuch Condition, even as I 
ſometimes ſee that the Unbaptized receive it. 

But ſtill further : ?Tis objeQted on the other 
hand, that if the promiſe of the Holy Ghoſt 
was ſo annext to Baptiſm ;, methinks we ſhould 
ſee more and better Fruits of it in thoſe that 
are Baptiz'd, 

To which I anſwer, That tho? it be very 
true that a diligent Hand maketh Rich, yet 
it is not every diligent Man that becomes Rich, 
for want of a good Uſe and wiſe Improvement, 
of what his diligent hand acquires and gives 
him a juſt Title to. So tho' Baptiſm has the 
: promiſe of the _ Ghoſt made to it, yet the 

Baptiz/d do not all bring forth the Fruits of the 
Spirit, for want of a good Uſe of that Spiritual 
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grace and Influence, which their Baptiſm» ac* 


quires, and gives them a Right and Title to. 
But tho? the Diligent do not all become : 


Rich for the aforeſaid Reaſon, yet Diligence 1s 3 


{till to be Exhorted to, as a great and neceſſary 
means of becoming Rich ; and fo, tho” the Bap- * 
tized do not all bring forth the fruits of the Spt- * 
rit, for the like Reaſon aforeſaid, yet Baptiſm 1s 
ſtill to be Exhorted to, asa great and neceſſary 
means of receiving the Spirit: Be baptizea, ſays St. 
Peter,and ye ſhall receive the gift of the Holy Spirit, 

And this indeed ſeems to have been the great 
and ſtanding Argument of this Apoſtle ; It was 
his uſual way to Argue from the Inward part 
of this Sacrament to the Outward, For, 

When the Holy Ghoſt fell upon Correlizs and 
them that were with him, Canrany Man forbid 
Water, ſaid our Apoſtle, that theſe ſhould not be 
baptized, who have received the Holy Ghoſt as well 
as we? Act. 10.47. So here in this Text, The 
promiſe of the Holy Ghozt, fays he, i to you and to 
Jour Chilaren, and therefore be Baptized every one 
of you that you may receive it. 

Bur Sir, Here is one Difficulty more to be 
Encounter'd ſtill, for here it is that our Adver« 
faries have ſtarted an Obje&tion, to which they 
Boaltingly fay, that we can give them no An« 7 
iwer; but truly, Sir, the Reaſon is, becauſe * 
they will receive no Anſwer, and we cannot 


help that, | 
H 2 And 
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And therefore to deal fairly both with you 
# and them, you ſhall firſt hear their Obje&ion 
{ In 1ts full force, and then our Anſwer, and you 


& ſhall Judge between us. 


} Their Objection is this, That Children are 
not capable of Receiving the Holy Ghoſt, and that 
—bey-21 tis all folly to Baptize them upon that ac- 

| count, And farther, St. Peter's ſaying to that 
- great Aſſembly, AZ. 2.38. Be baptized every one 
” of you, andye Thu recerve the gift of the Holy Ghoſt, 
makes 1t very plain that he Exhorted -none to 
be Baptized but ſuch as were capable of receiv- 
ing the Holy Ghoſt; but of this the little Chil- 
aren were not Capable, and therefore were not 
to be Baptized. 

This, Sir, is their mighty Objection, and I 
am pretty Confident they will acknowledge 
that I have not minc'd the matter, but have ſct 
it before you with all its ſtrength. 

And now then, to givea fatisfatory Anſwer 
to it: I ſhall make it my buſineſs to prove to you 
that even Infants and Children are capable of re- 
ceiving the Holy Ghoſt, and this I ſhall endea- 
vour to do with all the plainnefs, and brevity, 
and cloſeneſs that I can. And therefore, 

Firſt, we hear it very often from our Adver- 
faries in a Challenging and Triumphant way, 
that if we could but ſhew in all the New Teſta- 
ment any one Infant to have been Baptized, 
they would no longer diſpute that Caſe os us, 

ut 
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« But, Sir, we can ſhew them an Infant in the - % 
Old Teſtament; yea, and an Infant 1n the New 
Teſtament too, that receiv'd the Holy Ghoſt : 
And why then will they diſpute this any lon- 

er ? 

, We know that it is the Holy Ghoſt that San- 
Qifies us, and yet we read in the Old Teſtament 
thatthe Prophet Jeremy was Sanftified even before 
he came out of the Womb, Jer. 1.5. And if we will 
take an Angel's word for it, we are aflur'd, in 
the New Teftament, that John the Baptiſt was filled 
with the Holy Ghoit even from his Mother*s Womb, 
Luke 1.15. 

And here I will add, what I before obſerv'd, 
of the little Childrex who were brought unto 
Chriſt, and whom hetook up in his Arms, v7z, 
That he bleſſed them with Spiritual Bleſſings, and 
therefore *tis evident that even thele little Chl. 
aren did then receive the Holy Spirit; for we 
mult mean nothing elſe by receiving the Holy 
Ghoſt or Holy Spirit, but receiving the Graces 
and Bleſſings of the Holy Spirit. 

Secondly, The Holy Job has moſt truly taught 
us, That a Clean thing is not to be brought out of 
an Unclean, Job 14.4. No, but all are concei- 
ved and born in Sin, as well as he who faid, 
Behold I was ſhapen in Iniquity, and in Sin did my 
Mother concerve me, Pſal. 51.5, But then if all 
our Childrez are ſo conceived and born, and can- 
not be brought clean out of an unclean thing, 1 
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FF. am ready to tremble at the thought,what would , 


become of them if they were riot capable of ſome 
Spiritual Cleanſing! certainly, Dear Sir, they 
are, or elſe *ris moſt certain that »o unclean thing 
can enter into the Kjngadom of God, 

Again,Our Lord has told us, That that which is 
* born of the Fleſh & Fleſh, (ſinful Fleſh of ſinful 
Fleſh) John 3.6. and there he alſo teaches us, 
that what is only ſo born cannot ſce the King- 
dom of God, for ſays he (tay wn ks) except one 
be born again, that is, born again of Water and of 
the Spirit, he cannot ſee the K ingdom of God, And 
this therefore would be another hard faying for 
our Children, if they were not capable of being 
born again of the Spirit. 

And further, If Children are Holy, they muſt 
be made fo bythe Holy Ghoſt ; For it is that Ho- 
ly Spirit whichSaz&efies or makes Holy,and there- 
fore mult the Children needs be fo Santtified who 
are ſaid to be Holy, 1 Cor. 7.14. And indeed, 
- unleſs they are fo, tho? their Angels may behold 
the Face of God ; yet how ſhall they themſelves 
ever come to ſce that Blefled Sight ? Since we 
are exprelly told, that without Holineſs no one 
( «Fs 1s the Original word, and fignifies no 
one, be it who it will, Man or Cluld, W:th- 
out Holineſs no cne ) ſhall ſee the Lord, Heb. 12. 


I4. 
Thirdly, Dr. Fuller has obſerved, © That the 


* great cauſe of Men's miſtakes 1n this matter 
(6 7» 
is 
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« js this, They make the Body the Standard olf 
« the Soul, and are apt to think that the Soul 
« rows bigger as the Body does; even as if our! 
& Souls were very little things when weare Iz- 
« fants, in compariſon of what they are when” 
« we become Men : Which isa very groſs mi- 
ſtake indeed; for our Souls are not capable of 
any ſuch growth, but as to that, are the very 
ſame when firſt infuſed into our Bodies, that they 
are ever after; the ſame in our Infancy, that 
they are in our Old Age; and therefore why 
our Souls, which as to their Subſtance are the : 
ſame in every period of our Life, why they * 
ſhould at any time be incapable of receiving the * 
Holy Ghoſt, or of being SanQified thereby, * 
Let them give you a Reaſon, whocan find out 
a Reaſon to give, for I can find none. 

But ſome there are, who will not yet believe * 
the Spirit of SanQtification to be in Infants; no, 
not in Baptized Infants, becauſe they can ſee no * 
Sign or Expreſſion of it, 4 

To which I farther Anſwer,with the admir*d * 
Biſhop Taylor, © That it is no good Argument 
*to ſay, Here is no Seed in the bowels of the Earth, 
becauſe there is nothing green _ the face of it, 
Nor isit a good Argument to ay, That an Heir 
fo long as he is a Child, is no Heir, becauſe” ſo | 
long as he is a Child he differeth nothing from a 7; 
Servant, or we ſee no ſign of his being Heir, and 


Lord of all ; as the Apoſtle ſpeaks. 
H 4 


N ay, 
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Nay, and further, When a Branch is En- g; 
[fred into the good Olive-Tree, it receives from 
+ It a kind of new Life and Nouriſhment, tho? we 
+ donot immediately ſee any fruits of its _ ſo. 
Even fo when Infants are grafted into Chrilt by 
Baptiſm, and made Members of that True Vine 
+ (as he calls himſelf, John 15. 1.) they are there- 
| y made Partakers of a new Spiritual Life and 
Nouriſhment ; tho? we do not preſently ſee the 
- good fruits of their being ſo. | 
- © Again, Chriſt's Body is his Church, and the 
& Soul of that Body is the Holy Spirit ; and when 
' Jntants are Baptized and Incorporated into that 
Body, they are the 'eby put under the Commu- 
nications and Influences of the Spirit, as every 
the leaſt Part or Cubit added to our Statures, 
15 thereby pur under the Influences of our Souls. 
* For thus, © Baptiſm, ſays Dr. Sherlock, is our 
# Regeneration or New Birth, the Begin- 
S ** nings of a New Liſe, becauſe it Incorporates 
8 f* us into Chriſt's Myſtical Body, which puts 
* $ us under the Influences and Communications 
* of his Life and Spirit; as when a Branch is En- 
$ pratted into a Stock, it receives nouriſhment 
* and life from it. Diſcourſe concerning the Na« 
ture of Unity, &C. Pp. 24. 
And fays Dr. Scott (another of your juſtly Ad- 
mired Authors) * It 1s by his Blefſed Spirit that 
* Chr.tt hath promiſed to be with us totheend 
- * of the World, Maz, 28, 20. And Chriſt ow 
| , £c {e 
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« ſelf hath aſſur'd us that upon his Aſcenſion into - 
& Heaven, He would pray his Father, and he ſhould 
« ove us another Confirner, meaning this Holy 
&« Ghoſt, that he might abide with us for ever, Joh. 
« 14.16. And accordingly the Holy Ghoſt is vi« 
«* tally united to the Church of Chriſt, even as 
«© Souls are united to their Bodies; For as there 
« zs one Body or Church, ſo there is one Spirit 
* which animates that Boay, Eph. 4.4. So that 
* when by Baptiſm we are once Incorporated in« 
* to this Body, we are Entituled to, and do at 
« leaſt, de Fure, participate of the vital Influence 
« of the Holy Ghoſt, who is the Soul of it. Chr#- 
ſtian Life, Part 2. Vol. 2. Chap. 7. p. 756, 77. 4 
Indeed we know. not how every particle 
Fleſh that grows to our Bodies 1s immediately 
enliven'd by our Souls, and yet fo it is: And 
juſt ſo, tho' we know not how, every Mem- 
ber that's added to the Body of Chritt, 1s quick ; 
ned by that Holy Spirit, which, as the Soul of 
that Body, Communicates all its Spiritual Lite ta 
It, | 
And, Laſtly, That the Holy Spirit may be - 
where we ſee no ſigns or expreſſions of it, 1s * 
lainly taught by our Saviour himſelf, The wind 3 
loweth where it liſteth, and thou heareſt the ſound 
thereof, but canit not tell whence it cometh or © 
whither it goeth ; ſo is every one that is born of the | 
Sprrit, John 3. 8. And (o is every Infant that 
15 born of the Spirit: The Spirit comes upon it ; 
though 1 
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though thou canſt not tell how nor whence. 
And all this T hope is very ſufficient Proof, 
that even Infants and Chilaren ate capable of re- 
ceiving*the Holy Spirit, and then according to 
St. Peter's Argument, who can forbid Water that 
they ſbould not be Baptized, who can receive the Ho- 
ly Gho#t as well as we? AR. 10 47. | 
And in ſhort, Our Adverſaries great Obje- 
Ction is this, when St. Perer ſaid, Be baprized -we- 
ry one of you, and ye ſhall receive the if of the Ho- 
ly Gho#t; he plainly taught that none are to be 
Baptized, but ſuch as are capable of receiving 
the Holy Ghoſt. But of this (fay they) little 
Children are not capable, and therefore are not 
to be Baptized. 
To which I will now Anſwer, That when 
* St. Peter ſaid, Be Baptized every one of you, and 
Je ſhall receive the pift of the Holy Gho#t; he 
plainly taught, that all are to be Baptized who 
are capable of receiving the Holy Ghoſt : But 
of this { have now prov'd little Children to be 
capable, and therefore they are to be Baptized, 
And thus I am perſwaded that the Baptiſm 
of Children is moſt certainly taught by St. Pe- 
* er, 1n this very Text, Repent and be Baptized 
- every one of you for the Remiſſion of Sins, and ye 
* ſhall receive the gift of the Holy Ghoſt, for the Pro- 
» miſe is to you and to your Children, The plain 
ſenſe of which Text is this, 7 he promiſe of the 
Holy Ghoit is to you and to your Children, and 
there- 
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therefore be Baptized every one of you, you and" 
your Children, that you may receive 1t. 4 

And thus I have finiſhed the Task which you 
ſet me, and TI hope you need not be remember*d : 
that T have thus far been Anſwering your Grand *? 
Objeftion, That you no where find in Scripture, 
either that any Infants were Baptized; or Command- 
ed to be Baptized, And therefore it muſt be con= 2 
ſider'd, that I could not fairly inſiſt upon any : 
other Arguments in the Defence of the poor Chil. 7 
drens Right to Baptiſm, but ſuch as fell in the way, 3 
wherein your Objection has been my Guide to 
lead me; andyet I have ſome hopes that not- 2} 
withſtanding our Adverfaries great pretences © 
to Scripture, I have faid enough to ſatishe you, 3 
that there is not one Syllable in the Texts which * 
they alledge againſt I-fant-Baptiſm, but a great 
deal for it, 

But, now then, Sir, I ſhould hugely wrong 
the Cauſe, ſhould T not here admoniſh you that * 
there are Twenty and Twenty more Argu- ' 
ments {till for the Baptiſm of Infants, which I 
have not ſo much as once touch'd or hinted at; 
for they came not within the Compals of my * 
undertaking : So that if you'd be furniſhd with » 
all the Plentiful variety of Arguments in # 
this Caſe, you muit conſult the many excel- 3 
. Tent Writers upon this Subject, and particular- ? 
ly thoſe very Learned Authors mention'd in my * 
Fourth Letter, I am not willing to taketheir Ar- * 
ZUMents 
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: ents out of their hands, for Tam not fo vain 
as to think my ſelf able to mend them. And 
> therefore I will here conclude, unleſs it may 
pleaſe you to lay ſome further Command upon, 


Sir, 


July 22. 
1698, Tour real and humble Servant, 


T. Hl. 


LETTER IX 


SIR, 


: Am very willing to take that One ſtep more 
which you ſpeak of, and at your requeſt to 
et before you, ſo far as I amable, a true Notion 
of Baptiſm as to the Neceſſity of it, (which as 
you truly imagine) may give conſiderable Light 
- to ſome difficulties relating to this Sacrament. 
- And here I will lay down this as a Funda- 
- mental Rule; Namely, That when we have done 
* all, we are unprofitable Servants, we can never me- 
* Tit at the hands of God the leaſt of all his Mer- 
cies ; but from whence then are all our hopes of 
* his greateſt, but from his own gracious promiſes ? 
| Well: 
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Well : But *tis every where plain in Scrip 
ture that all his Promiſes are Conditional, made* 
to us by way of Covenant or Contratt, upon 
Condition that we do fo and fo, as he com-" 
mands and requires us to do in his Holy Word 2 

And thus the New Teſtement, which teaches us : 
our whole Chriſtian Duty, is called in the O- * 
riginal, 'H Kan Aa, the New Covenant ; that + 
is, ?Tis the Writing which contains the Sum - 
of all God's Promiſes to us, and of our Engage- * 
ments to him, which we are obliged to perform * 
* that we may obtain thoſe Promiſes : And fo his 
Promiſes on the one hand, and our Engage- * 
ments on the other, make up that New Covenant 5 
which is the Sum and Subſtance of our Chriſtian * 
Religion. 

And *tis this New Covenant which gives us our 
great hopes of Salvation, of Heaven, and Eternal 
Happineſs; For tho' we can do nothing to Me- 
rit or Deſerve ſuch infinite Bleſſings, yet as God 
has been pleaſed ro Promiſe them upon ſuch and : 
ſuch Conditions, our performance of theſe Con-"® 
ditzons may give us a good Claim and Title to © 
them, | 

For thus, Sir, ſhould you Contra&t and Co- 
venant with me, to let me have and hold your © 
Eſtate upon this Condition, [That I ſhall year- .. 
ly Pay you for it one Pepper-Corn, tho? ſucha ? 
Payment would come vaſtly ſhort of the worth 3 
of your Eſtate, yet by Virtue of the faid Con- 


tract 
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| tract and Covenant, it would give me ayuſt 
+ Claim and Title to it. 

& In hke manner, God contraQts and covenants 
- with-us togive us Heaven and Happineſs, upon 
* the Terms of our Faith and Repentance; and 
ſo tho? our Faith and Repentance come infi- . 
nitely more ſhort of the worth of Heaven and 
Happireſs, than a Pepper-corn does of your E- 
ſtate , yet by Virtue of the Covenant which 
God » makes with us, to give us Heaven and 
Happineſs upon theſe conditions of Faith and - 
Repentance, Our performance of theſe Condi- 
tions gives us a gcodtitle to all That Heaven 
- and Happineſs, which are ſo graciouſly promis'd 
to us upon theſe Terms. 

In ſhort we cannot by our Faith and Repen- 
tance deſerve and merit Salvation, no more 
than I could pretend to merit your Eſtate by 
paying a Pepper-Corn for it: No; but as all the 
title which my PunCtual payment of a Pepper- 
Corn could give me to your Eſtate would be 
> but a Covenant-Title; ſo *tis no other but a- 
like Covenant-Title which our Faith and Re- 
pentance give us to Salvation ; that 1s to ſay, 
they entitle us to Salvation only as they are 
the Terms and Conditions upon which God, 
in the New Covenant, has promiſed to fave 
us. 

And now, Sir, You very well know that no 
Covenant is of any force or Binding,, till it 

is 
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is firſt fign'd ad and Seal'd, till that Solemni-" 


ty be firlt over we have no legal Title to te 
things Covenanted for ; No, bur be the contra& 
never ſo advantageous, it muſt be firſt SeaPd 


and Sign'd, before we can claim the Benefit of -$ 


it. 

And thus has it pleasgd God after the man- 
ner of Men to ratifie his Covenants with Man- 
kind (as it were) with Sign and Seal, for ſo was 
Circumciſion a Sten whereby the Covenant between 
God and the Jews was Seald and Confirm'd, Rom. 
4. 11. andtill the Covenant was ſo Sign'd and 
SeaPd, it was of no force; there was no bene- 
fit to be claim*d by it, No, but the uncircum- 
cis'd Man-Child was to be cut off trom God's 
People, that is, He was not to be reckond with 


thoſe People who were in Covenant with God, Gen. 


17. 14 

| And as Circumciſion was Then, So is Bap- 
tiſm Now, viz. A Viſible Sign whereby the 
New Covenant between God and Us, is SeaPd 


God, than was the Uncircumcis'd Man-Child. 

And now, Sir, I hope you ſee the Neceſſity 
of Baptiſm, as it is the Sign and Seal of that 
New Covenant which gives us all our hopes of 
Salv:tion, For, 

As Faith and Repentance are neceſſary to our 
Salvation, as the Conditions of the New Cove- 
nant, 


00 


and Contirm'd ; and conſequently till we are firſt * 
Baptiz'd, we are no more in Covenant with” 


* 
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* nant; So is Baptiſm neceſſary, as the Sign and 
= Seal of that Covenant, to make it of force, and 
# togive us a legal claim to the Bleſſings promi- 
| Fed on God's part, upon our performance of 
- the Conditions promiſed on ours. | 
* And thus it is, that to obtain Remiſſion of 
Sins and Salvation, we are exhorted in the New 
Teſtament, as well to Seal the Covenant by be- 
ing Baptized, as to perform the Conditions of 
it, by Believing and Repenting, for ſo, He who 
Believeth and is Baptized ſhall be ſaved, ſays our 
Saviour, Mark, 16, 16. And repent and be Bap- 
tized for the remiſſion of Sins, ſays St, Peter, 
Atts 2, 38. 

But 1t may be ask'd ; Will not the Conditi- 
ons fave us without the Seal ? Or will nor Faith 
and Repentance fave us without Baptiſm. 

To which I anſwer, Firſt, That in ſome ex- 
traordinary Caſe, the want of Baptiſm, (as the 
want of Circumciſion was in the Wilderneſs) 
may be diſpens'd with, when by reaſon of Im- 

\bilities or inſufferable Inconveniences, the 

earty deſire and will to be Baptized may be 
accepted of for the Deed. 

And becauſe I would not be miſunderſtood, 
I will here take leave toclear to you my mean- 
ing after this plain manner. 

Should a Gracious Prince covenant with his 
People to give them large Poſſefſions, great 


Freedoms and Privileges upon ſome very L., 
ons 


. cious God will hold us excis'd in ſuch a Caf 3 
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Conditions, which he mighe therefore r&quire © 
that they ſhould be ſeverally oblig'd to the per< ” 
formance of under their own Hands and Seals, 

Now ſhould any of his Subjects be any ways 
hindred from Setting their Hands and Seals to 
ſuch an advantageous Covenant, tho? they very 
much deſfir'd _ endeavour'd fo todo; I cannot 
think but a gracious Prince would in ſuch 
a Caſe excuſe and diſpenſe with their hot Seas, 
ling, and would by no means deprive thetn of 
the benefits of the Covenant for an unwilling 
Omiſſfion which they could no ways help; 

But then, ſhouldany of them refuſe to ſet their - 
Handsand Seals to the Covenant out of meer Wils 
fulneſs and Stubboraneſs, this ſure would be inters 
preted to be perfe&t contempt, and a down-right 
rejeQting of the Covenant it ſelf; and it is not to 
be imagin*d that the moſt gracious Prince in the 
World would beſtow the benefits of ſuch a Co- 
venant upon ſuch wretched Defſpiſers of it: _ 

And this isour Cafe; The moſt Gracious King 
of Heaven- covenants to give us all the Rich 
Bleſſings both of this World and the next, up- 
on very eaſie Conditions; which he therefore 
requires that we ſhould be oblig'd to the pers 
formance: of by our Baptiſmal Engagements, 

But now, when it fo happens that Bapriſtti 
is not to be had, tho? it be never ſo rmuch des 
fird or ſought for; I doubt not but our gra- 


nor will he deprive us of thi Beinefits of the 
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” New Covenant, for want of that Baptiſm (which 
* 6 theSealof it) when we can no ways have it. 

But then, ſhould we Willtully and Stubborn- 
ly refuſe ſo to Seal, or to come under any Bap- 
tiſmal Engagements ; This certainly wou'd be 
look*'d upon as holding the Covenant it ſelf 
in deſpight, nor cow'd it be expected that our 
| Gracious God, ſhow'd beſtow the benefits of 
- ſuch an advantageous Covenant upon them, 
who ſhou'd ſo dare to deſpiſe it. 

And therefore, Secondly, They who are fo 
Conhdent that Faith and Repentance will or- 
dinarily and always fave us without Baptiſm: 
They ſeem to me either to have roo high 
. thoughts of their Faith and Repentance, or too 
low thoughts of Salvation. 

"Tis indeed a popular Argument to fay, that 
ſure God will never deny Salvation to a poor pen!- 
tent Believer,tho' he ſhou'd retuſeto be Baptized. 
. But Sir, I may as well ſay, that ſure you will cot 
: deny your Eſtate to any One who {hall yearly pay 
' Fou a Pepper-corn tor it, tho* he refuſe to Seal 
any Contra©Qt to that purpole. 

... For, asa Pepper-corn, without a Contract, 
or by it's own pure worch and merit can never 
be thought a valuable Conſideration for your 
Eſtate, fo Faith and Repentance without a 
_ Covenant, or by their own pure worth and 
merit can never be ſufficient to purchaſe our Sal- 
vation, For pray, Dcar Sir, what 1s our Faith" 
. and Repentance worth in compariſon with Sal- 
| vation ? 
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vation ? Truly not ſo much (as I faid before 
as a Pepper-Corn is worth in compariſon with' 
your Eſtate, 

And therefore, as it is neceſſary that there 
ſhould be a Contra& to that purpoſe, and that 
That Contra&t ſhould be firſt Seald, before 
your Eſtate can be laid claim to upon the poor 
Terms of paying a Pepper-Cora for it; fo it is 
neceſſary, that there be a Covenant to That 

urpoſe, and that That Covenant be firſt Seal'd 
Cs Salvation can be laid claim to upon the 
poor Conditions of our Faith and Repentance, 

And yet'tis true, I do not for all this, abſo- 
lutely deny Salvation to a good Man, for be- 
ing Unbaptized, even when he might have been 
ſo; for God's Mercies are Infinite, and he may 
do more than he has promis'd, and fave even 
them, whom he 1s not oblig'd by any Covenant 
to ſave, Juſt, Good Sir, as you may diſpoſe 
of your Eſtate to whom you pleaſe, tho? you 
be under no obligation of promiſe or covenant 
ſoto do. Burt who can wiſely or with any good 
aſſurance expect this at your Hands? Such an 
uncontracted, uncovenanted bounty 1s more 
than can be reaſonably hop'd for. 

And certainly *tis much a wiſerCourſe to ſecure 
to our {elves an Inheritance by a Covenant-right 
and Title to it, than to depend for it upon a- 
ny Man's unknown Will and Pleafure,. And fo 
'us certainly much fater to have a Covenant- 
title to the Kingdom of Heaven, than wholly 
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"to rely upon an uncertain extraordinary kind- 
-*nefs, and to depend for it upon God's unknown 


+ and uncovenanted Mercies. 


In ſhort, the Summ of what I have now ſaid 
{ 1sthis; God will in ſome Caſes fave us without 
" Baptiſm ; viz. when Baptiſm is not to be had 
"tho? it be defir'd and ſought for ; Yea, and for 
ought we know to the contrary, by his extra- 
ordinary uncovenanted Mercies he may fave 
ſome who might be baptized but are not. Bur 
| "this is a great Uncertainty, ſuch an Uncertain- 
| "ty as no wiſe Man will rely upon, or venture 
his Salvation upon ſuch a perillous hazard ; nay, 
{ © but without the Covenant it would be Pride 
. and Preſumption in the beſt Man upon Earth to 
'pretend toan ASSURANCE of Salvation,or to 
claim any Right to be ſaved, meerly upon the 
* account of his own worthleſs Performances. 
Bur then, on the other hand, when the New 
' Covenant has been ſeaPd in Baptiſm, God 15 
even then oblig'd to fulfil his Promiſes made in 
that Covenant to them who perform the Condi- 
tions of it : And as he isfaithful in all his Pro- 
miſes, and juſt in all his Dealings, he cannot, 
will not do otherwiſe. No, but tho? our beſt 
Performances come infinitely ſhort of Salvation 
-inWorth and Merit ; Yet as God has covenan- 
"ted to fave us upon ſuch worthleſs Conditions, 
'weare hence As$SUR E Þ that he will do fo, 
But now, Sir, let me ask, Fir##, Whocan dif- 
poſe of your Eſtate upon any Conditions, _ 
- 
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leſs upon very mean Conditions, and ſeal 
Covenants to ſuch purpoſe in your Name ? Who, 
Ifay, can do thus,unleſs you do your ſelf impower 
and commiſſion him ſo to do; thar is, unleſs it_ 
be ſome prime Servant or Steward, whom You, 
have your ſelf firſt Authoriz'd in that behalf? |, 

But then, Who is it that in the Name of God; 
may Contra and Covenant with us to give us. 
his Heaven end Happineſs upon any ſuch worth-' 
leſs Conditions as we are Capable of performing 
Who, I ſay, dares take this power upon him, un 
leſs it be given him from above; that is, unl 
he be a Lawful Miniſter of Chriſt, and a Stewar 
of the Myſteries of God? 1 Cor. 4. 1. 

In aword, Whenwe baptize we do inGod'sſtead 
and in hisNameContract andCovenant with the 
Baptized Perſons, and ſo we take upon ustooblige 
God himſelf to make good the Promiſes of that 
Covenant whenſoever the Conditions of it are 
perform*d, But certainly then, when wetake thus 
much upon us, even to bringGud himſelf into 
Bonds, and under Obligations, it infinitely Con- 
cerns us tobe throughly ſatisfy*d by what Autho- 
rity we dothis, and who gave us this Authority, 

* You muſt needs underſtand this (fays an 
«* excellent Author) that they who ſhall pres 
*tend to att in any Office by the King's Aus» 
* thority without a true Commiſſion; The 
* King will be ſo far from reckoning himſelf 
* oblig?d to confirm what they ſhall a& in his 
* Name, that he will puniſh the PRC 
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© of ſuch Officers, and thoſe that adhere to . 
'* them; and, Dear Sir, I will leave it to you 
to make the Application. 

But then, Seconaly, Let me ask again, Are 
there any more New Covenants than one? Or 
are not we and our Children to be faved by 
the ſame Covenant? And why then may not 
our Children together with our ſelves be ad- 
mitted to a Partnerſhip in it? It was their 
Ancient Privilege to be admitted with their 
Parents in to Covenant with God, as you may 

lainly ſee, (and pray, Sir, take your Bible and 
ook the place) Deut. 29. 10, 11, 12. 

And it is no ſtrange thing for Children to be 
bound in Covenants as Copartners with their 
Parents, © For may not a Parent (ſays Mr. Bax- 
& er) take a Leaſe for Himſelf and his Child ? 
« Yea (ſays he) it is a plain natural Duty of Pa- 
© rents to Covenant for their Children, when 
& it is tor their Good, And he asks the Queſti- 
« on, Were it not a Sin in .that Parent who 
# would reiuſe to engage his Child in an ad- 
- © vantageous Covenant, when elſe the Child 

& would loſe the benefit of it ? And fays our 

very Learned Biſhop of Ely © A Parent may 

« Contra&t with God on his Child's behalf, as 

& a Guardian does in behalf of a Mzizor, or one 

&* under age ; which paſſage with more of the 

ſame Nature is in That his admirable Diſcourſe 

calPd Aqua Genitals, = 

| And now, Good Sir, That I may cleax and 
CON» 
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conclude this whole matter very briefly, I will 
only farther ask leave to exerciſe your Patience | 


with this very plain Caſe. 

Should ſome great Perſon make the kind offer, 
to leaſe out his Eſtate to his Tenants and to 
their Children upon Condition, that they ſhall 
be bound (as oft as they ſhall be required) to 
do ſome little Suit and Service to him. 

Should you then ask me, What is requir'd of 
ſuch Perſons as are to have theſe Leaſes Seald 
to them ? 

I could anſwer, That they areto promiſe and do 
ſome |itcle Suit and Service to their Landlord, 
whenſoever they ſhall be required to to do. 

And ſhould you ask again, But why then 
arc Children hound 1n ſuch Leaſes, when by 
reaſon of their tender Age they can neither pro» 
mile nor pertorm that Suit and Service ? 

Now to this I cou!d likewiſe anſwer, Be- 
cauſe their Parents or Guardians promiſe and en-' 
gage for them, (which is a very uſual thing) 
which Promiſe avd Engazement, when they 
come to age themſelves are bound to pertorm. 

And ſhould you ask again, Burt how can 
Parents orGuardians promile truly for cheirChil- 
dren, that they ſhall do ſuch Suit and Service, 
when perhaps they may not live to do it; 
or elſe when they come to age, they may prove 
Undutiful and Stubborn, and may refuſe ro do it. 

Even to this I could likewiſe anſwer, Firſt, 
That if they do not live till they are capable of 

I 4 


Pere 


- 
+ 


| ( 120 ) 

rforming the Promiſes made for them; then 
tis moſt certain that they do not live till they 
are capable of Breaking them ; and ſo far there- 
fore all's well enough, I hope. And Secondly, 
If when they come ar age they prove Stubborn 
and Diſobedient, and will not be perſwaded to 
do the Suit and Service which their Parents 
or Guardians promis'd in their Names; Well, 
Sir, even in this Caſe of the Childrens diſobe- 
dence, their Parents are ſtill blameleſs, nor do 
their Promiſes made for their Children become 
Lyes and Falſhoods, as ſome fooliſhly ſpeak, 
tor they were Covenant-promiſes, and all the 
meaning of them was, that their Children 
ſhould perform them, or elſe forfeit their Lea- 
ſes ; So that if their Children do not perform 


them, they muſt &en forfeit accordingly, and 


there's an end of that matter. 

And thus, In the New Covenant, whereof 
ChriſtJeſus is the Mediator, Heb. 8. 6.and which - 
Was the purchaſe of his Blood, as 1s intimated 
in that ſaying wherein his Blood is called the 
Blood of the New Covenant, that is, the Blood 
whereby the New Covenant was purchas'd Mar. 
26. 28. In this New Covenant I ſay which God, 
through the Merits and Mediation of Jeſus 
Chriſt makes with all that will enter into it, He 
obliges himſelf on the one hand to beſtow Hea- 
ven and Happineſs upon the Conditions of Faith 
and Repentance, and they who enter into this 
Covenant do on the other hand Promife and En- 


gage 
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age tO perform theſe Conditions. And now Sirg 7 
if you ask, What is required of Perſons to be Baptis, © 
zed into this Covenant ? 
You have an Anſwer in our Catechiſm; . Repen- 
tance, whereby they forſake ſin ; and Faith, whereby © 
they ſteadfa ly believe the Promiſes of God made to ©: 
them in that Sacrament, 

And if you ask again, Why then are Infants 
Baptiz/d, when by reaſon of their tendey age they can- 
not perform them ? 

The Anſwer follows in the ſame Catechiſm, 
Becauſe (as in the aforeſaid Caſe) they Promiſe 
them by their Sureties, which Promiſe when they 
come to ape themſelves are bound to perform, 

And . you ask again, How can Sureties truly 
promiſe for ſuch Infants that they ſhall perform theſe 
Conditions, when perhaps they may not live to per= 

form them; or elſe if they live to't, they may prove 
Stubborn and undutiful, and refuſe to perform them? 

Towhich I Antwer as before, Firſt, That if 
they do not live to perform, thenneither do they 
live to break them, nor conſequently is there a» 
ny breach of promiſe thus far to be accounted for, 
And, Secondly, If when they come at Age, they 
prove Stubborn and Difobedient, and will not 
be perſwaded to perform what their Sureties 
promiſed for them : © Well Sir, Their Sureties 
may be ſtill blameleſs, nor do their promiſes be= - 
come Lyes and Falſhoods, as ſome Ignorant Peo+ 
ples are apt to ſpeak; for it is here to be noted that 
they are perfect Covenant-promiſes, and the 
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meaning of them is, that the Children ſhall per- 
form the Conditions of the Covenant, or elſe for. 
feit and looſe the Benefits of it. 

And thus doubt not, Good Sir, but their Sure- 
ties may ſafely Promiſe for our Children, That 
they ſhall ſerve God truly all the days of their Lives, 
for the Enjoyment of Heaven and Happineſs at 
the end of them. 

And let us nor fay, that we dare not fo Pro- 
miſe for them, leſt they ſhould not perto: 1, and 
ſo we become Liars ; Oh let us not deprive them 
of the Benefits of the New Covenazt out of any 
ſuch vain and fooliſh fear, for thus runs the Co- 
venant whereof Baptiſm is the Seal : God promi- 
- ſes Heaven upon tuch and ſuch Conditions, and 
their Sureties promiſe jor our Children that they 
ſhall perform theſe Conditions for that Heaven ; 
that is, they pxomiſe tor our Children that they 
ſhall perform theſe Conditions, orelle forteit that 
Heaven which is not otherwiſe to be had or 
hop'd for but upon theſe Conditions. 

And this 1s the true nature and meaning of 
thoſe Promites which are made by Parents and 
Sureties in the Names of Baptized Infants, and 
you now plainly ſee, I hope, that there is no ſuch 
danger in them as ſome poor filly people (whom 

ou know and have heard) will be talking ot. 

And the danger wou'd be leſs itill, did but 
all Sureties ſtrictly obſerve what they are moſt 
excellently taught in the Exhortation made to 


- them at the Concluſion of the Office for the Pub- 
lick 
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lick Baptiſm of Infants in our Common Prayers-. ' 
Books. And indeed, ' if 

When you have made an Advantageous Co- 
venant for your Children, as you deſire that they 
ſhould reap the Benefit of ir, you mult be ſure to 
take care, that (as ſoon as they ſhall be able to learn) 
they. may be inſtructed in the Nature of it, and. 
be taught the Conditions required of them ; to- 
oether with the Advantages which will accrue 
to them by their performance of theſe Conditi- 
ons, as alſo the grear Damages which they ſhall 
ſuſtain by their wilful neglect of them. 

Even fo, it is not enough for their Sureties to 
engage Iafants and Children in Covenant with 
God, but they muſt beſureto take care (eſpect- 
ally in caſe of the Parents Death or negleA) that 
the Children be taught ( as ſon as they ſhall be able 
to learn) what they are bound by that Covenant to 
perform ; and what infinite Gainers they ſhall cer- 
tainly be by a Conſcientious obſervance of the 
Conditions required of them, and whar infinite 
Lofers by their wilful and continued failure 1n 
| the performance of theſe Conditions. 
| * Thoſe for whom you ſtand as Sureties, you 
| ou2nt (fays the Pious Author of the Chriitian 
| * Monitor ) to do your utmolt towards their good 
* Education in the knowledge of God and Relt- 
* oi0n, according to the Charge given you, Ef 
* pecially if the Parents Die, or prove negligent, 
Pag. 37. 

And Dear, Sir, In caſe of the Parents m_ 
rac 
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the State has provided that Children ſhall not 
want Guardians to take care of their Temporal 
Inheritznces, and ſhall any blame the Church 
. for takingas good care of their Souls, as tl e State 
has done of their Lands and Poſſeſſions? 

Or why may not, why ſhould not the Church 

uire that in cafe of the Parents Death, their 
Children ſhould have Sureties oblig*d to take 
care of their Eternal Affairs, as well 'as the 
State requires that they ſhall have Guardians 
oblig'd totake care of their Temporal ? 

Certainly, were we but as mindful and con- 
cern'd what may become of our Childrens Souls 
after our Deceaſe, as we are concern'd, what 
may become of the Eſtates which weleave them; 
we ſhould then be as willing and careful to pro- 
vide good Sureties for them, who are oblig'd to 
look after their Souls, as now we are careful to 
appoint them good Guardians, who are oblig'd 
to look after their Eſtates. 

And, Sir, Let the Ill-adviſed World ſay what 
they pleaſe, there is as much Popery in the State 
for requiring Guardians, asthere1s in the Church 
for requiring Sureties for Children; unleſs the 
fame care may not without Popery be taken 
of their Souls, which may without Popery be ta- 
ken of their Eſtates. 

But perhaps you will ſay, That Sureties very 
ſeldom take this care of the Children's Souls, 
which I am ſpeaking of. 

I Anſwer, That neither are all Guardians 
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Faithful and Juſt as they ought to be ; ſothat you . 
cannot ſtill blame the Church for requiring Sure» 
ties, becauſe of that general negleCt of their Du- 
ties which you obſerve among them ; but you 
muſt alſo blame the State for requiring Guardt- 
ans, becauſe of that too general unfaithfulneſs, 
which among them likewiſe is both obſerv'd and 
lamented in this Age. | 

And thenagain,in caſe of the Parents negligence. 
Asit isat the Requeſt of thoſe Parents that we be- 
come Sureties for their Chi/dren,we do thereby ac- 
quire ſome kind of Authority over thoſe very Pa- 
rents themſelves, as well as over their Children ; 
and we may roundly reprove even thoſe very Pa- 
rents, if they bring not up their Children in the 
Practice of thoſe Chriſtian Duties, which them- 
{elves deſired and procured us to Promiſe in their 
Children's Names; and much more may weRe- 
proveand Rebuke their Ch:/dren being grown to 
years of diſcretion ifthenthey negle&rhoſe duties: 

And thus, 1t Sureties are bound thus to give 
ſuch Reproof and Chriſtian Admonition to thoſe 
Parents and Children for whom they have un- 
dertaken to the Church, it is but a very necefſa- 
ry Duty that they are thus bound to, and which 
all Chriſtians are oblig'd to perform towards one 
another, as there 1s occaſion. Thoſe very Dy- 
ties which we are oblig'd in General to perform 
towards one another, we are but more Particu- 
larly oblig'd to perform them towards thoſe 
Children tor whom we become Sureties, 
And 
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And therefore, They who ſhun the Charitas 
ble work of becoming Sureties for Children, be- 
cauſe they are thereby oblig?d to Adviſe, Coun- 
fel, Exhort, and Reprove them as they find occa- 
ſion; they may &cn as well refuſe to become 
Chriſtians, becauſe by their very Chriſtianity 
they are oblig?d (if there be a like occaſion) 
to Adviſe, Counſel, Exhort, or Reprove all their 
Fellow-Chriſtians. 

And further, If ſome wou'd have all Sureties 
at Baptiſm to be laid aſide, Becauſe there are but 
few ſuch Sureties that Conſcientioully perform 
what they undertake; might not the ſame reaſon 
perſwade others to lay Baptiſm it ſelf afide, wiz, 
Becauſe there are but few who are Baptized that 
Conſcientiouſly perfarm their Bapti/-zal Engage- 
ments ? 

, For thus, Here comes a bold Man, and makesa 
Noiſe, and quarrels with the Church, for Requi- 
ring that Children ſhall have Sureties to andas 
take for their Inſtruction and Education in the 
Chriſtian Religion; andall the Reaſonthathecan 

weagainſt the uſe of ſuch Sureties, 1s, becauſe fo 
Few of them do as they ſay, or perform what they 

promiſe. And, Dear Sir, May not another bold 
. Fellow be thus Encouraged to «mn with the 
Church, for putting it upon all Perlonsto Rexounce 
- the Devil, the World and the Fleſb at their Baptiſm, 
viz, Becauſe but few who arc Boprized do ; Re- 
nounce thele Spiritual Encmies in their Lives and 
PraQtices, as by their Baptiſmal-Eng agements they 
are oblig'd to do. Sure- 
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Surely, if the gages! negle& of Sureties, as F 
to the Obligations laid upon them, bea good Rea- ' 
ſon why there ſhould bz no Sureries at all ; then 

the like general negleCt of Baptized Perſons,as to | 
the Oblizations laid upon them too, may be 
thought a good Reaſon why there ſhould be 
none Baptized at all. ; 

But, Sir, When People have nothing to ſay 
againſt the uſe of Sureties, but that the Duties 
which they take upon themſelves are ſeldom re- 
garded; Theſe very People may ſoon help to 
remove the Objection, Namely, by their under- 
taking for, and pertorming theſe Dutiestowards 
Children; whereby the uſefulneſs andadvantage 
of having ſuch Sureties would be ſeen and felt, 
and the good and Charitable meaning, of. the 
Church would be underſtood and applauded 
where ſhe requires, that there ſhall be for every 
Male-Chila to be B:ptized, two God-Fathersand 
one God-Mother, - and tor every Female, one 
God-Father and two God-mothers. hy 

Upon the whole matter, Let us rake care that 
our Children as well as our ſelves be admitted - 
into the New Covenant by Baptiſm; For *ris the 
one and onely Covezant by which both we and 
our Children are to be ſaved ; and tet us remem- 
ber how heavily God complain'd by his Prophet 
of ſome, who took away lus Glory for ever from * 
little Children, Micah 2. g. | 

Tis true, When our New-born Infants die 
Unbaptized befors we can poſſibly bring the m 4 
to 
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- hat in ſucha Caſe the want of Baptiſm will nei- 
"ther be required of them nor us. 


'© that God is good, infinitely good, but we 
"© that it 15 not at all good to tempt his Goodneſs; 
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But when werefuſe, or negle& to have them 


'Baptiz'd,when we neitner want þme nor oppor- 
tunity ſo todo; then © whatever happens to the 
'© Innocents (ays the Seraphick Biſhop Taylor ) 


& we may well fear leſt God ſhould — their 
* Souls at our hands. We know indee (ys he) 
now 


* and yet he tempts God's Goodneſs, who ex- 
© pes to meet his Children in Heaven, when 
&* himſelf ſhuts the Door (which is Baptiſm) a- 


| _ them ; which, for ought he knows, is the 
n 


y Door that ſtands open. | 
And now, Sir, As you put 1t upon me to be- 
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- gin theſe Letters with a very Solemn Proteſta- 


tion, ſo I will here take leave to Conclude them 
with one too,and therefore in the Apoſtle's words 
2 Cor. 1.23. I call God for a Record upon my Soul, 
that I would not for all the World have an 

Child of mine die unbaptized through my fault 
or negligence : Dear Sir, I ſay the Truth in Chriſt, 
The not, as the ſame Apoſtle proteſts again. And 
= may aſſure your ſelf that I ſpeak the Truth 
ikewiſe, when I tell you that I am, 


SIR, 


1698. Your very ſincere and faithful Servant; 
| T. H, 


*  tothat Holy Sacrament,we may reaſonably hope © 
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